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rared to give consideration to the matters
that will then come before us and, if neces-
sary, sit well into the evening in order to
zet through the work that will he before us.
Consequently I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday, 27th Oectober.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned ot 5.9 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 1.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RABEIT-PROOF TFENCES.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Agrienlture: 1, What amount of money has
heen expended on the econstruction of the
rabbit-proof fences and their npkeep to the
30th September? 2, Whet purpose are the
fences now serving? 3, Do the Government
intend to continue the present expenditure
on the feneex? 4, Have the Government
considered the advisability of distributing
the fenees prutnitously among the farmers
and pastoralists adjavent to them? 35, Serinz
that there are more rabbits between No. 1
and No. 2 fences than are ratside of them,
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will the Government consider the advisability

of cutting out the maintenance of No. 1
fence?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS {(for the
Minister for Agriculture) replied: 1, The
original cost, £352,000; annual maintenanee,
1905-30, £12,000 per annum; maintenance
for 1930-31, £8,000; maintenance up to 30th
September, £1,600. 2, Preventing the move-
ment of rabbits and other vermin, such as
emus, and fo a lesser extent dogs, from one
area to fhe other. 3, Yes. 4, No. 5, The
Government are unaware that there are more
rabbits between the No. 1 and No. 2 fonces
than outside of them.

QUESTION—STREET BETTING,
TINES.

Mr. MARSHALL (for Hon. W. D. John-
son) asked the Premier: 1, What is the total
of fines imposed for street hetting during
the 15 months ended 30th September? 2,
What amount bas been paid into general
revenue as a result of those prosecutions?

The PREMIER replied: 1, €7,434 155, 2,
£7,405 5s.

QUESTION—HOSPITALS, FINANCE.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE asked the Minister
for Health: 1, How much money was col-
leeted under the Hospital Fund Aet from
1st January, 1931, to 30th June, 19317 2,
What amount was paid from Consolidated
Revenue towards tbe upkeep and mainten-
ance of hospitals during the financial year
ended 30th Juue, 19317

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
1, £61.834. 2, £47,860.

BILLS (4)—FIRST READING.
Land Tax and Income Tax (No. 2).
, Vermin Act Amendment (No. 2}.
, Dividend Duaties Aet Amendment.

, Stamp Act Amendment (No. 4},
Introdured by the Premter.

A R

BILL—STATE SAVINGS BANK
TRANSFER.

Couneil’'s Amendment.

Returned trom the Couneil with an amend-
ment.
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Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Premier, Standing
Orders suspended to emable the Council’s
amendment to be taken into consideration
at this sitting.

In Commitiee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 3. Delote all the words after
“agreement” in line 21 ta the end of the
clause.

The PREMIER : The amendment proposes
to delete the words added in this Chamber,
reading, “and subject to the bank undertak-
ing to have all printing and all stationery
requirements for the Western Australian
business exeeuted in Western Australia.”
Since the amendment was made, I have re-
ceived o letter from the bank as follows:—

Perth, 10th October, 1931 —With reference
to the request by the bank that the amendment
to the Savings Bank Bill regarding printing
and stationery be expunged or suitably altered,
the bank undertakes, in the event of the clause
being expunged, te have printing and station-
ory requirements for all Western Australian
hranches executed, as far as may he praetie-
able, in Western Australia.—R. A. Love, Man-
iger.

Some printing is special work done on speetal
hank paper and under special supervision.
One ecan understand thal that is so in eon-
rection with all banks. As far as the
printing ean be done here, the bank will
have it done for all its branches in Western
Australia. T hope members will he satisfied
to aceept the letter as an undertaking by the
bank to do all it can to keep the printing in
Western Australia.

Mr. Marshall: That will he none at all.

The PREMIER: It would he the greater
part of the printing.

Mr. Marshall: It is all done in Western
Australia at present.

The PREMIER: Not by the Common-
wealth Bank.

Mr. Sleeman: What sort of printing is
not done here?

The PREMIER: Everything that can be
done is done here. I think the letter is per-
fectly satisfactory. Of course it would he
very difficult fo enforce the provision.

Hon, P. Collier: Does the letter indicate
that atl the printing possible will be done
heref
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The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. P. Collier: Apart from such print-
ing as is done under special conditions?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. P. Collier; Does the letter say that?

The PREMIER: It undertakes definitely
that that shall be done.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: It says, “As far as
practicable.”

The PREMIER: It says thaf all the
printing that can be done here will be done
bere. The letter is signed by the manager
of the Commonwealth Bank in Perth, and
I regard the assurvance as satisfactory. I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not like the
amendment at all. The whole of the print-
ing work required by the State Savings
Bank was done in Western Aunstralia. The
Commonwealth Bank now desire to make
some reservafion in that vespeet.  Under
the amendment this State might retain a
little of the printing work for a brief period,
but ultimately the whole of it would be
whittled away from us and done in the
Eastern States.

The Premier: That is not right.

Mr. MARSHATL: Naturaily that will
happen. The work desired to be taken away
iz the gtandard class of printing, which will
eventually be all the work needing to bhe
done. I have not the Premier’s eonfidence
in the Federa! Government’s attitude. There
are encugh unemployed in Western "Aus-
tralia. already. The amendment affords us
no security whatever. Some of the work 1s
to be taken over to the East immediately,
and ultimately the rest will follow.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I hope some ather
wording will he adopted. Owing to the in-
sertion of the words “as far as practicable,”
we are now where we stood originally. The
argument will be that it is not practicahle
to do the printing for the bank in this
State. All the work hifherto done here for
the institution should be compulsorily re-
tained.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I agree with the
member for Murchison. If we accept the
Couneil’s amendment, the printing work
will be lost. It should be saved to our own
printers.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.
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Hesolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil,

BILL—POOR PERSONS LEGAL ASSIST-
ANCE ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—RESERVES (No. 2).
Second Reading.
Debated resumed from the previous day.

HON, M. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet)
[4.55]: 1 have no objection to the Bill.
The arrangement proposed appears to b2
desirable; and I understand that the mem-
ber for Guildford-Midland (Hen. W. D.
Johnson), who has been consulted, approves
of the measure. The only possible objection
could be to the fact of the road hoard seeur-
ing & gain of 10 acres out of the transaction.
The area given to the board in exchange is
10 neres greater than that taken from the
hoard. Looking at the map, I am disposed
te think that the giving of the proposed
area to the board will destroy the remainder
for cutting-up, and make it an ugly shape.
In my opinion, the former arrangement was
more satisfactory, Certainly the exchange
will create diffienities as fo the settlement
of the other area. T suppose, however, that
the Minister for Lands has given the fullest
consideration to the matter, and so I see no
serions reason to object to the Bill. While
supporting the second reading, I draw at-
tention to the faet that the exchange will
make the cutting-up and settlement of the
other portion of the reserve diffieult.

(Question put and passed.

Rill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Riebardson in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clanses 1, 2--agreed to.
Clause 3—Reserve AM18325:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
no doubt that the whole of this land will be
set aside for park and regreation purposes.
There is always greal need to obtain open
spaces. People are reluctant to hand over
areas for the benefit of the publie gencrally.
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On the wesi side of the reserve there is some
Ligh land, and tke Town Planning Commis-
sioner is inquiring as to the suitability of
the site for a hospital. Provided the posi-
tion is not subjeet to the noises usually as-
sociated with a sports ground, it may be sef
aside for that purpose. The department do
not at present antisipate the disposal of the
land for residential purposes, ns it is rather
low-lying. Cousideration has been given o
the peculiar shape of the land; but that
aren will be leased to the golf elub, and the
remaining portion will be available for re-
creation purposes.

Hon, M. F. TROY: The subdivision of
the area will be spoiled, and the shape will
be very peculiar. If it were squared off, it
wonld not affect the subdivision so much.

The Minister for Railways: The proposal
is in accordance with the Town Planning
Commissionet’s lay-out of the roads.

The Minister for Lands: The position is
due to the levels.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 4, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILI—ROADS CLOSURE (Neo. 2).
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.
MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [5.5]: The
member for Sonth Fremantle (Hon, A. Me-
Callum) is interested in the Bill and he as-

sures me that it is all right. There is no
objection to the Bill being agreed to.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.
I .

In Commitice, elc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1931-32.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previons day; Mr.
Richardson in the Chair.
Department of the Premier (Hon., Sir

James JMitehell, Minister):
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Vote—Premier's Department, £83,039:

Item, Royal and other
Inguiry, £200:

Mr, J. I. MANN: A Royal Commission
was appointed some time ago to investigate
the disabilities of farmers throughout the
State. Much evidence was taken and many
recommendations were submitted to the Gov-
ernment in the Commission’s report. Natur-
ally, the farming ecommunity have heen look-
ing forward to the Government taking action
in order to save the industry. Up to the pres-
ent, the Royal Commission appears to have re-
sulted as mostother such inquiries; thexeport
has been more or less pigeon-holed, and no
action has bheen taken following upon the
recommendations made. I earnestly request
the Government to take the matter into con-
sideration and they might provide an op-
porfunity for a thorough diseussion of the
report of the Royal Commission, with a view
to attempting to solve the problems con-
frooting the farmers to-day.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I support the
remarks of the member for Beverley. It
had been my intention to speak at some
length on the general discussion, but eirzum-
stances prevented me. I ean do so jost as
well on the item. I would not like to sup-
port the hon. member to the extent of ve-
questing that the Royal Commission's veport
be placed before the House for disenssion.
There is nothing of wvalue in that rveport,
and we did not secure any assistanece from
the inquiry. I would not accept any of the
recommendations made with the exception
of the proposal te establish one landlinr
agency to deal with the wheat, and thus do
away with the multiplicity of handling
agents that we have to-day. That recom-
mendation of the Royal Commission would
make for economy, which would be a saving
to the farmer. Apart from that, I do not
know of any suggestion made by the Royal
Commission that will tend to relieve the dis-
tressful condition of the farming industry
to-day. Something must be done. We can-
not allow the industry to continue in the
way in which it is struggling to-day. We
must realise that although crops have heen
put in and will be harvested, unless thera ix
some alteration, there will be little, if any,
cropping undertaken next vear. Credits
have been strained in order to carry on this
year, but there will be no further credits
for next season. The position is alarming.

Commissions of
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It is useless attempting to disguise the fact
that the industry is in a frightful condition.
The position is so bad that we cannot allow
it to remain as it is at present. The Gov-
ernment attempted to get some idea of what
ought to he done by means of the Royal
Commission, but that inquiry has not assisted
us at all. If the Royal Commission could
not do it, and the Government cannot do it,
then Parliament must undertake the task.
‘We hear ahont National Governments being
formed in these days, but T am opposed to
such bodies being established,

The CHAIRMAN: I would point out to
the hon. member that we are discussing the
item dealing with Royal Commissions, not
National Governments,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: 1 realise that
fact. Where a Royal Commission has failed
in a matter snch as that I have referred to,
then it is worthy of consideration as to
whether a committee of Parliament counld not
do what the Commission failed to achieve.
Unless the Government take the matter into
consideration seriously and do something
immediately, chaos will reign.

The PREMIER: I do not agree with all
that the member for Guildford-Midland has
said vegarding the report of the Koyal Com-
mission, to which he referred. The report
submitied was long and elahorate and has
received earnest consideration. The truth is
that money is required, and it is not avail-
able. The farmers require some assistanee
from the outside creditors. So far as I can
see, the only step that would help the farm-
ers to-day would be for the outside ereditors
to fake surplus proceeds, as they did in 1915,
I do not think that the farmers can get
throngh by any other method. To aid them
as we did in the past is impossible these
days hecause we have not the necessary
funds with which to help them. If the farm-
ers were allowed to proceed with cropping,
then the creditors, as in the past,
would receive the proceeds of the har-
vest over the cost of production. No
veport of a Royal Commission will
save the industry. The orly thing that
can do that will be consideration extended
to the farmers by those to whom money is
owed. There have been suggestions for
writing down indebtedness but that indebt-
edness is not with the Government exeept in
respeet of Apricultural Bank advances and
outstanding taxes, land rents and so
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on. To a large extent the farmers’ debis
are to outside people. To-day ereditors
should reslise that, with the price of wheat
at its present figure, there can be little ve-
rurn to be seeured from the farmers. [f
they do not choose to varry on operations,
then the creditors cannot expect to get any
money from them. We are going into the
whole question and are giving it earnest
consideration. There are innumerable diffi-
culties, and we are without funds. The
clnims of outside creditors amount to an
enormouns figure. I can assure hon. mem-
bers that the Government have every desive
to help the industry, but we have not the
opportunity to do so.

Mr. DONEY: Arising ont of the report
of the Royal Commission, I ask the Premier
to indicate whether the Government have
come to any deeision regarding the intro-
duction of legislation to prevent the after-
barvest scramble for crop proceeds that
formed such a pronounced and regrettable
feature of last year's operations.

Mr. J.I. MANNK: Yhile agree with much
that the Premier has said, and realise it is
not possible for the Government to find the
whole of the money, wounld it not be advis-
able 10 convene a conference representative
of the angricultural industry, with a view to
arriving at some scheme to meet present-day
difficulties? Take the position of the pri-
vate ereditors. Apparently the farmer is at
their merey, and after the harvest I believe
there will be an unholy seramble.

Hon. P. Collier: That has nothing to do
with the item under dizscussion.

Mr. J. I. MANN: It relates to Royal
Cummission matters.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:
order.

Hon. P. Collier: Of course it is.

Hon. W. D. Jobnson: It is not.

Hon. P. Collier: Well, I say it is.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Then there is a
difference of opinion,

Mr. J. I. MANN: Unless something iz
done before the harvest is garnered, I am
afraid there will be added difficulties in the
future.

Hon. P. Collier: You can talk about that
on the Estimates for the Agrieultural De-
pariment, or the Lands Estimates, but not
or this item; it is absolutely out of order.

Mr. J. I. MANN: Would it not be pos-
sible to bring ahout some improvement: )
xiiean, <o far as next year’s crop is cou-

It is not out of
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cerned! T hope the Committee will try to
take some steps that will result in bringiag
sbout a conference of all concerned. Fail-
ing this, there can he no doubt we sre going
te have rnination of the industry before
very long.

Mr. PTIESSE: I am sorry the Premier
was not able to make a more definite an-
nouncement as to the intention of the Gov-
ernment regarding the Commission’s reeom-
mendations. Tt was understood there was
hope of some immediate relief being
afforded, or some better arrangement being
arrived at, as between the farmers and those
wlo have been assisting them to put in their
crops during the past year.  The recom-
mendations made by the Commission are
very important, and for a considerable time
the primary producers have been hoping
that some announcement would be made by
the Government as to those recommenda-
tions, Tt has been suggested that there
should be a scheme for the assistance of
some 2,000 necessitons farmers. We know
it would be very difficult to put into opera-
tion at present any scheme involving a large
expenditure of public funds, but I think the
Government should assure the House and
the farmers that{ they are seriously consid-
ering the Commission’s report, and that some
steps will be taken io put the recommenda-
tions into effect. In some distriets already
the farmers have stated that they will hold
up their erops pending a decision by the
Government on various points of import-
ance to the industry Only the other day,
in my own electorate a vesolution was
earried by the Wheatgrowers’ Union de-
manding some coneession by the Govern-
ment in regard to the seeurity of tenure be-
fore delivery would be made of the coming
harvest. 1 hope the farmers will not be
driven into that position, and I feel sure it
could be averted if the Government would
sertously take into consideration the recom-
mendation made by the Commmission

The Premier: Serious consideration of
the position is now being given by the Gen-
eral Manager of the Agriculiural Bank.

Vote put and passed.

Tote—Gouvernor’s Establishment, £1896:

Mr. SLEEMAN: A few weeks ago the
Premier told ns that when the Estimates
were under concideration we should have
opportunity for a full discussion of the ques-
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tion of appointing another Governor. Pro-
vigion for the Governor himself is under a
special Act, but members were assured there
would be in the Estimates a line on which
we conld discuss the question of whether or
not another Governor should be appointed.
I should like to know from the Premier
whether it is intended to appoint another
Governor, or whether we are to have merely
an Administrator, as at present.

The PREMIER: I do not know whether
we are likely to ask for the appointment of
another Governor in the immediate future.
Of course, it is not provided for here, and
this is not the place for snch a discussion.
All T am asked is whether it is the intention
of the Government to request the appoint-
wment of another Governor, I think another
Governor onght to be appointed some day,
for we are a sovereign State, and we have
just as much mneed for a representative of
His Majesty as have the Federal Govern-
ment. However, at present it is not intended
to ask that any further appointment be
made,

Mr. SLEEMAN: In view of the Premier’s
auswer, it is up to the Committee to see that
some action i3 taken fo prevent the bringing
out of another Governor. The Chief Jns-
tice of the Siaie is ai present Administra-
tor, and can quite efficiently carry out the
official duties of the Governor. As for the
social duties of the position, we can well da
without them. The other day we had with
us Sir Isase Isaacs, previously Chief Justice
of the Commonwealth, who has since heen
appointed Governor-General, Our present
‘Chief Justice can quite well carry out the
duties of Governor of this State. The
Premier says this iz not the place in which
to raise this question, but when we were dis-
cussing it on a previous oeccasion he defin-
itely promized that there would be on the
Estimates a line that would afford us op-
portunity to debate the whole wubject. We
should now take definite action so as to pre-
clude the possibility of the Government re-
considering the appointment of a Governor;
there should he a definite instruction from
this Committee that no further Governor
shall be hyrought here.

The CHAIRMAN: That would require
a separate motion. .

Mr. SLEEMAN: If I were to move that
the whole of this Vote he struck ouf, and if
the motion wire sarried, would that have the
desired effect? Of course, if we were to do

(8}

4635

that, we would be putting a difficulty in the
way of the Lientenant-Governor ecarrying
on.
Hon. J. C. Willeock: As a protest, move
to reduce by £1 the item providing for the
orderly.

The CHAIRMAN ;: Even if the Committee
agreed to cut out the whole of this Vote, it
would not prevent the (Government from
agking for the appointment of another Gov-
ernor; it would merely take away the pro-
vision made in this Vote,

Mr. SLEEMAN: Well, T will move to
delete the item making provision for clean-
ing during the Governor’s absence. If we
are not going to have ancther Governor, the
place will not require to be eleaned for him.

The Minister for Railways: Surely you do
not wish to sack a cleaner!

Mr. SLEEMAN: T do not wish to sagk
anyhody at all, but the Governor. But T do
wish to test the feeling of the Committee in
regard to the appointment of another Gov-
ernor. I do not wish to injure anyone, but
I say the cleaner required for the Governor’s
residence could well he employed in some
other department. T am only afraid the
Government will see fit to ask for the ap-
pointment of another Governor after Par-
liament goes inio recess. As a  pratesi
against the appointment of another Gov-
ernor, 1 will move to reduce the total vote
by £1.

Hon. J, C. Willecock: As an indieation
that the Committee does not desire the ap-
pointment of a further Governor.

The CHAIRMAN: When moving to re-
duce the Estimates, the hon. member must
move for a reduction by some substantial
amount.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Well, I am moving to
reduce the Vote hy £1.

The Minister for Railways: Which is a
substantial amount these days.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon.
might move to reduce it by £10.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Very well, I will go one
better. I move an amendment—

That the Vote be reduced by £20.

member

The time is long past when it was necessary
to bring out from England a gentleman of
wilitary eareer to be Governor of the State,
for there arc already within the State gen-
tieman who are very well able to do the
work.
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Hon. W, D, JOHNSOXN: I support the
hon, member in his effort to get some de-
claration that the very substantial eeonomy
which has been effected as the vesult of
utilising the Chief Justice as Administra-
tor shall be for long mmaintained. The
hon. member tried to raise this issne on a
previons occasion, but was autboritatively
adviced to wait until the Estimates were
reached. We now have the Estimates, but
ir still seems ditlicult to get a definite assur-
anee. I am anxious that Parvliament should
he given an opportunity to voiee its opinion
before ancother Governor is appointed. The
Government should not consider the ap-
pointment of a further Governor until Par-
lisment is consulted. Under these Estimates,
it is quite possible for the Government at
any time to open up negotiations at Home
for the purpose of having another State
Governor appointed. The Vremier shoull
give the Committee an assurance that no-
thing will he done towards the appointment
of a further Governov until Parliament has
heen consulted.

The PREMIER: There ave two opinions
on this suhject; the hon. membher who has
just sat down represents one view, while T
represent another. We are an autonomons
State, and as such have always had a repre-
sentative of His Majesty here. T think we
should maintain the rights we [possess.
There ave some very wrong ideas regarding
the uscfnlness of the King's representative
heree. The King roles not only over
Britain but over the Empire, and he mmuat
have a representative wherever there is a
government such as ours.

Hon. P. Collier: Has not he a represea-
tative in the Governor-General?

The PREMIER: Yot to quite the same
extent. I do not think we should weaken
our richts, particulavly at this time. The
member for Murchison wants to know what
the Governor does.

Mr. Marshall: Even the TRoyal
went on this vear without him.

The PREMIER: And it will go on for
vears without the hon, memher. As a sove-
reign State we ought to have a representa-
tive of the King here, and we should main-
tain the State as a sovereign State. We
should not weaken any of our rights ta
govern the eountry. The original idea ~f
Federation was very different from the
realisation. We thought that all we had
heen in the babii of doinz. outside of a few

Show
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things to be transferred to the (ommon-
wealth, would still remain, but that has not
been the experience. We still own the lands
of the State, as we always did, bat that is
about all. As to altering the form of Gov-
ernment at this stage, I have no intention
of agreeing to such a proposal.

Hon. W. D. Johason: Will you agree to
consult Parlisment before you recommend
an appeintment?

The PREMIER: We are expressing our
views on the question now. It has meant a
good deal to this State to have a CGovernor
from the Oid Land as representative of the
King. He has belped our eredit and helped
the work we have to do very considerabiy.

Hon. P. Coilier: Would not a loeal ap-
pointee represent the King just as well?
To say that a man born in Australia would
not represent the King in the same way as
a man horn in the 0ld Country is ahsurd.

The PREMIER: I was referring to tie
other advantages arising from the appoint-
ment of a man from the Old Land.

Hon, 1. Collier: Why do people say there
s not an .\nstralian fit to be Governor of
the State?

The PREMIER: Who says that! Any
Britisher may be appointed Governor of
the State.

Hon. P. Collier: We know it is not so.

The PREMIER: I am speaking of the
advantage that acernes to the State from
having a Governor from the Old Land.

Hon. 1. Collier: There is no advantage
about it.

The PREMIER: The Leader of the
Opposition must vealise that there is some
advantage.

Houn. P. Collier: I know, from my own
personal knowledge, that the King was not
aware who was Governor of the country.
He asked me who was the Governor.

The PREMIER: That may be so.

The Minister for Railways: You should
have said, *“I am.”

Hon. P. Collier: As n matter of fact he
thought the Governor was Tom Bridges.
who was Governor of South Australia.

The PREMIER: Then he was not far
out. I have heard the hon. memher speal:
of the good that a Governor conld do.

Hon. P. Collier: Why oppose the ap-
pointment of an Australian?

The PREMIER: I am not opposing the
appeintment of an Australian. We have
just had the pleasure of entertaining the
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Governor-General, who is an Australian.
That is not the question. Whenever a Gov-
ernor is appointed, we have an opporfunity
to approve the appointment, and Governors
generally have been satisfactory. The ques-
tion is, are we to have a Governor some day
or not?

Hon. P. (Collier: Yes, and let him be an
Australian.

The PREMIER: That is another ques-
tion.

Hon. W. 1. Johnson:
the expense.

Mr. Hegney: We cannot afford it.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : If the people
of the State could e consulted about the
appointment of a Governor, there would he
an overwhelming majority at the present
time against it.

The Premier: We do not propose to make
an appointment now.

Hon. J. ¢, WILLCOCK: What does
“gow™ imply, to-day, to-morrow, next week,
during the finaneial year, or during the term
of oifice of the present Government? If
the Premier would say that his Government
would not reeommend any appointment dur-
ing the present financial year——

Hon. P. Collier: He has given no assnr-
anee.

Hon, J. . WILLCOCK : That is so. If
Parliament closes in seven or eight weeks’
time, is it intended in the following week
to recommend the appointment of a Gov-
ernor! Goodness knows the financial posi-
tion is grave enough, and there is no mneces-
sitv for the appointment of a Governor
during the present financial year at any
rate.

Hou. P. Collier: Of course fhere is not.

Hon, J. C. WILLCOCK: If the Premier
says there is no necessity to appoint a Gov-
ernor, and does not wani to waste public
funds on such an appointment, that will
probably satisfy members as rvegards the
passing of the Estimates. Whether mem-
bhers who feel strongly on the matter wonld
then table a motion to secure an expression
of opinion would be for them to determine.
We would he satisfied if the Premier gave
an assurance that during the present finan-
cial vear the Government would not recom-
mend an appointment. The Premier spoke
of the advantage to fhe eredit of the State
by having a Governor from the Old Coun-
trv.
Hon. P. Collier: That is alt balderdash.

We want to avoid
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Hon, J. C. WILLCOCK: The eredit of
{he State is determined by hard-headed busi-
ness men on the financial position. Whether
we lhad as Governor the Prince of Wales
or the Chief Justice would not make a penny
of difference to the amount of money that
London financiers would be prepared to ad-
vanee us.

Hon. P. Colliev: Very few people know
who is the Governor.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Previous lo
Federation the people of Australia thought
one of the first steps to be taken would be
the aholition of the office of State Governor.

Mr. Panton: We were told it would be so.

Hon, J. C. WILLCOCK: The people
have never been given an opportunity to ex-
press an opinion on the question. In pros-
perous times no one bothered much aboug
the comparatively small expenditure on a
Governor, but in these times every penny
ol expenditure counts.

Hon, P. Collier: I was in England when
the ex-Governor General was appointed, and
everyone was surprised that a mere party
political haek should be appointed., No
otie knew him or anything about him.

Hon. J. ¢, WILLCOCK: T{ would be
much better to discuss the prineiple rather
than individuals.

Hon. I'. Collier: They are party hacks,
generally.  That is a faet.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : The people of
Western Auvstralia do not desire that a Gov-
ernor should be appointed. According to
the Press the Statute of Westminster is to
be one of the first measures submitted to the
Imperial Parliament by the new Govern-
ment, and I think the sovereign rights we
have, in accordance with which the King
raaintains divect communication with the
States, will be done away with, and there
will be no necessity to have a Governor to
provide a direct link with the King. Com-
munication can be conducted through the
Governor General,

The Premier: We have protested sucecess-
fully so far against the passing of the
Statute of Westminster,

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: T do not think
any notice has been taken of the protest.

The Premier: Oh ves, it has.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: The Press in-
ferms vs that the Imperial Government de-
sire to introduce the Statute of Westminster
as one of their first legislative acts. Ewvi-
dently the protest has not been regarded
sertously.
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The Premier: The Statute of Westminster
has not been passed so far.

Hon. I, C. WILLCOCK : From the point
of view of the British people, there are
more important questions to be considered
than the Statute of Westminster. So far
as I can gauge public opinion in this State,

it is almost unanimously opposed to
the appointment :of a Governor at
the present time. That being so, it
is the duty of the Government to
give effeet to the -wishes of the
people. In the correspondence that has

passed between the Imperial Government
and State Governments, it has been said
that if the States expressed a unanimous
wish against the appointment of Governors
from the Old Country, the British Govern-
ment would have no hesitation in acceding to
the wish, hut while there was a divergence
of opinion, no alteration would be made to
the existing svstem. We do not want any
divergence of opinion. We think there is no
necessity for such ornamental appointments
in these times, and the Government should
make a pronouncement fo that effect. If the
Premier announced that during the present
finaneial year the Government had no inten-
tion of recommending an appoinbment, it
would have the endorsement of 90 per cent.
of the people. I know the duties the Gov-
ernor has to perform, and feel that the
present occupant of the position ean very
well carry them out, except those apper-
taining to the social side of the position.

The Premier: Purely for financial reasons,
we are not going to make an appointment
now.

Hon, J. C. WILLCOCK : I do net think
the Premier expects the position to improve
during the period covered by these Esii-
mates.

Mr. WELLS: [ do not wish to discuss the
merits or demerits of the appointment of a
Staie Governor, but [ think the Premier
would he giving nothing away if he made a
statement on the subject that is now being
debated. People wounld be velieved if they
knew it was not intended to make an
appointment during the present financial
vear. We are all doine our utmost to help
the unemployed, and I think it would be a
wise thing to save the money involved in this
post,

Mr. SLEEMAN: [ am prepared to with-
draw the amendment if the Premier will
give an assurance that no appointment will
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be made until Parliament meets again. The
Premier casts a reflection upon the manhood
of Australin when he contends that His
Majesty cannot ho represented by other than
an overseas (lovernor.

The Premier: T (id not say that.

Mr. SLEEMAX: He said His Majesty
must be represented by someone brought in
from overseas. He also said that one Gov-
ernor was not enough for Australia. 1le
has just given away our only State Savings
Bank, and thus relies upon the one Com-
monwealth Savings Bank. I1f one bank is
enough, one Governor is enough.

Hon. P, Collier : The Governor is ap-
pointed by the political party in power for
the time being in England,

My, SLEEMAN: The salary attached to
the position would be better spent in pro-
viding for necessitous cases that avise in the
State. I hope the Premier will give an assur-
ance that nothing will be done hefore next
session.

The PREMIER : T have already said that,
for financial reasons, the Governinent have
no intention of approving of a new appoint-
ment just now. T wish to make it elenr that
T think we ought to have a Governor vf the
State.

Hon. J. C. Willeock : Make it definite that
there will be no appotntment made this finan-
cial year. If youn give a definite promise like
that, we will aceept it.

The PREMIER : F¥or financial reasons
there is no intention to appoint another
State Governor now.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: During this financial
year?

The PREMIER: T should he glad if T
thought we could get out of our financial
position by the end of the cwrrent period.
So long as the depression lastz, 1 do not
think we should appeint another State Gov-
ernor. There is ne intention to appoini one
during this fnaneial year, beeause I am quite
certain existing eireumstances will not per-
mit us to do so.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Premier’s state-
ment is econtrary to his Estimates. These
show an estinated expenditure of £1,600 for
the Governor's salury and €252 jor the Gov-
ernor’s seeretary.

The Premier: We eannat have a tiov-
ernor’s  establishwent without some eost.
This is the amount ta which the cost hus been
reduced. It does not vover any particalar
term of the year.
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Mr. SLEEMAN: In view of the statement
of the Premier, T will withdraw my amend-
ment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Ezecutive Council,
Agency, £8,804; Public Service Commis-
sioner, £1842; Government motor car ser-
vice, £771; Printing, £48,741—agreed to.

£5; London

Vote—Tonrist Bureaw, £1,644:

Mr. SAMPSON: The State does not take
full advaniage of the opportunities it
possesses to attract visitors.

Hon. P. Collier: It does not advertise.

Mr. SAMPSON: There should be greater
publicity overseas concerning the many
points of interest in this State. T was very
much impressed by the work that is being
done by Canada in this direction.

The Minister for Railways: But Canada
is a Dominion.

Mr. SAMPSON : The provinees of Canada
also advertise oversea.

The Minister for Railways: That has no
effect. Only the Dominion advertising is
really valuable.

Mr. SAMPSON : British Columbia adver-
tises in England. Western Australia shounld
make known abroad its forest country. its
gold-beatring country, its North-West, and
other features of interest. Advertising to
attract tounrists is not anything in the nature
of a State trading concern. The Govern-
ment would be doing a valuable work if they
laid out money in making the State known.

The Minister for Railways: A lot of
money will certainly go out of the State.

Mr. SAMPSON: Tens of millions of dol-
lars po into Canada each year as a resulf
of the tourist traffie,

The Minister for Railways: And two mil-
lion pounds a year comes to Australia from
tourists. o,

Mr. SAMPSON: Western Anstralia does
not receive its share of that. It would pay
us to treat this as a business proposition.
We are losing revenue by allowing the
special opportunities we can offer people to
enjoy themselves here to go by defanlt. We
should make our country better known and
attract to it visitors with money to spend.
The United States eitizen is a great trav-

£80, for the Royal BSociety.
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eller., He goes to Canada and other parts
of the world, because he is attracted to them
by what he reads concerning them, and he
can also be attracted to this country.

Mr. Panton: The tourist traffie is quite an
industry in New Zealand.

Mr. SAMPSON: New Zealand does make
itself known.

The Minister for Railways: And so does
Australia.

Mr. SAMPSON: I hope that greater at-
tention will be given to this matter.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Literary and Scientific Grants, ete.,
£8,765 :

Mr. SLEEMAN: There is an item here,
For what
purpose is this money mainly used?

The PREMIER: It is a grant, reduced
from £100, It is made to the Royal Soe-
tety, and represents the ecost of producing
its journal. The money is paid to the Gov-
ernment Printer.

Hon. P. Collier: The society is made up
of the scientific people of the country.

The PREMIER: Yes. A subsidy of this
nature is given in all the States to the
Royal Societies.

Hon. P. Collier: The society here is a
body of scientists.

Item—Chair
University, £75:

Mr. DONEY: What benefit accrues to
the Biate from this expendtiure of £75%

The PREMIER: The amount is contin-

gent upon an arrangement Zfor the time
being.

of Anthropology, Sydney

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Centenary
agreed to.

Celebrations, £305—

Vote—Treasury, £16,383:

“Mr. SLEEMAN: Where do pensions for
civil servants appear?

The Attorney General:
allowances.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am referring to civil
servanis retired on pensions.

The PREMIER: Such eases would be un-
der special Acts. The rights are statutory.

Under retiring

Vote put and passed.
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Vote—Audit, £11,365:

Mr. COVERLEY : This vote shows a re-
coup for services performed for the Public
Works Department and the Wyndham
Meat Works, Why is there a reconp as
regards the meat works!  The practice
used to he to send a Government auditor
to Wyndham; but this season there has
been only an internal andit, the internal
auditor being suberdinate to the general
manager of the works.

The PREMIER: Services are rendered
by the Audit Branch to various depart-
ments, and at the end of the year the cost
is debited to each department concerned.
This year the amount of the recoup is £160,
for some small services rendered.

Mr. CORBOY: In this vote an item of

£293 appears in the wrong eolumn, being
a decrease and not an inerease. The fig-
ures are wrong.

The Premier: Yes, the amount does ap-
pear in the wrong column.

Mr, CORBOY : The total decrease should
be some £3,000 instead of £2,977.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Compassionate  allowances, elc.,

E: 80—agreed to.

Vote—State Savings Banl:, £28,206:

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: The repori of
the State Savings Bank shows an estimated
profit of some £16,000. I do not know that
the Treasurer is entitled to take into Con-
solidated Revenue monev from the State
Savings Bank.

The Premier: Your Government did.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : I know that,
but the position is entirely different now.
During the past two yvears the investments
of the State Savings Bank, particularly
those in Government bonds, have depreci-
aled to the extent of 16 per cent. even in the
case of the highest-priced securities. If
the bank had to realise on the market at the
present juncture some of its securities in
order to make repavinents fo depositors, it
would be a huge amount short. "When a
bank’s securities have depreciated by omne
million pounds, no Government should say
that the institution had made a profit of
£16,000. Any profit made vhould remain in
the institution at least nntil the value of
the sceurities compared with what it was
when the money was invested. Tf the money
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of the depositors had been invested in securi-
ties which had appreciated in value, the
bank would be quite justified in realising
on them and treating the difference as cash.
At present the State Savings Bank has
neither cash nor seenrity.

The MMinister for Railways: The bonds
will still be worth the £100 when they
mature.

Hon, J. C. WILLCOCK: To the bank
and the depositors they are not worth nearly
the amount shown on the balance sheet.

The Attorney (eneral: Supposing you
are absolutely right, when should an alter-
ation in the system have been made?

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : There is no sup-
position about my being right; I am abso-
lutely right. Two years ago the price of the
stock was pretty well par.

The Attorney General: No.
from day to day.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Some of the
stock has been quoted at a premium during
the past two or three years. Unfortunately,
however, the value of the securities has de-
preciated. In the circomstances, is it right
to say that the institution has made a profit?

The Attorney General: What was done
last year has been done in previous years.

Hon. J. ¢C. WILLCOCK: But the posi-
tion now is entirely different. Tt should
not have been done last year, and certainly
it should not be done this year. In a few
days the Treasurer will finally close the
accounts of the State Savings Bank and
hand them over to the Commaonwealth under
the Bill which was finalised this afternoon.
Before doing that, if there has heen a paper
profit of £3,000 or £4,000 made during the
past twoe or three months, he will take the
amount into Consolidated Revenue notwith-
standing that the money of the depositors
is invested in securities which have depre-
ciated by more than ene million pounds.

The Minister for Railways: They are our
own securities,

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: If the deposi-
tors want their money back to-morrow and
the hank tries to realise the securities, the
amount available will he a million short.

The Attorney General: You eannot sug-
gest that in making up the profit and lass
account for any particular year, yon mush
aseertain the market value of vour secum-
ties?

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : Xo. The differ-
ence might be a very small amount.

It varied
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The Attorney General: Where do you
draw the line? .

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : For the moment
1 draw it at one million pounds. The Pre-
ier is not justified in drawing money out
of the State Savings Bauk, calling it a
profit, and putting it into Consolidated Rev-
enue while the value of the money put in
hy the depositors has been reduced so
greatly.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 te 7.30 pm.

Hon. J. €. WILLCOQCIK: I should like
the TPremier to inform the Committee
whether he intemds to take the profits into
Consolidated Revenue hefore he hands over
the bank to the Commonwealth, If he does,
I do not think it is quite right in the intev-
ests of the depositors.

The PREMTER: What the hon. member
is referring to has heen the practice ever
since the bank was established. I cannot
hand over the profits to the Commonwealth.

Hon. J. C. Willeack:
the ussets.

The PREMIER: VYes, but I do not know
ahount the profits. I do not see that I should
hand over the small amount of profit that
will he made during the few months of the
present financial vear.

Yon ean hand gver

Vote put and passed.

I'D!(’ — GOL‘{.’HHM{’HI
agreed to.

Stores, £11,045—-

["ote—Taxation, £30,000:

Item, Amount payable to Commonwealtiy
Govornment for colleetion of taxes, £28,461:

Mon, W. D, JOHNSON: I notice that in
regard to the amount payable to the Com-
monwenlth Government for the collection of
taxes, provision is made in the Estimatns
for an increased vote to the extent of £141.
Do we not secure a reduction as the result
of the Premiers’ Plan? Payments for all
other services have been reduced, and I ean-
not nnderstand why this item should show
an increase instead of a reduvetion.

The PREMIER: The matter has been
gone into and it cuts hoth ways. It is pos-
sible that the advantage would not be with
us if the reduction were made.

Hon. P. Collier: And we have to pay for
extra oflicers for extra services, and that 1s
rot included in the other amount.
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The PREMIER: That is so. I doubt if
we wonld sceure any advantage if the item
were decreased.

Mr. PIESSE: The Premier's reply does
ot seem to be quite clear. It is expectad
that there will be a reduction in taxation
received to the extent of about £130,000.
The item does not show a proportionate
veduction.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Workers' flomes Board, £10,699:
Tten, Senior Accounts Clerk, £318:

Hon. W. I). JOHNSON: The item seems
to deal with a new appointment. The
Lioard’s operations have declined, so why the
necessity for the additional officer?

The PREMIER: The secretarial dnties
have bheen amalgamated with those of tha
aecountant.

The Minister for Lands:
away with one office.

We have doua

Vote put and passed.

Fote—Miseelluneous Services, £679,213;

Ttem, Deaf and Dumb Institution, £400:

Mr. COVERLEY: The vote has been de-
creased by £100. T know the reason for
that, but T urge the Premier to recon-
sider the position. He has appealed to
the varions departments to reduce their
estimates, and, of course, subsidies have to
be dealt with in the same way. I appeal to
the ’remier to reinstate the £100 and make
the subxidy for the Deaf and Dumb Institu-
tion the usunl amount, £5600. Exeeptionally
good work is carried out by the institution,
which is controlled on a voluntary basis,
the parvents of the children paving smeall
amounts where possible. Although con-
ducted on the most economical lines possible,
it is neeessiary to provide £2,000 to run the
institution. The committee have been faced
with a serious decline in revenue during the
financial depression, and seeing that the
expenditure has been reduced .consider-
ably, the decreased subsidy will make it
impossible for necessary work to be carried
out. Doubtlers the Premier is as sympa-
thetically ineclined towards the unfortunate
boys and girls at the institution as anyone
else, and I appeal to him to reronsidor ‘he
position,

The PREMIER : The subsidy to the Deaf
and Dumh Tnstitution has been reduced, in
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common with others paid to similar organ-
isafions. There is provision for special con-
sideration in view of special cirenmstances.
I do not know exactly what the financial
position of the institution is, but I shall
give the matter all possible consideration
should the necessity arise.

Ttem, Vietoria Institute and Imdustrial
School for the Blind and Braille Society,
£ for £, £2,240;

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The subsidy to the
institution has been reduced by £560. T
know full well the dificulty confronting the
Premier, but 1 hope that some forther eon-
sideration can be extended to the Institute
for the Blind. Excellenf work is being
carried out. there, and the aunthorities en-
deavour to make it self-supporting. Can
anything better be done for the institution?

Mr, SLEEMAXN: T regard it as false
economy to deprive the Institute for the
Blind of its full annual snbsidy. If any
State contribution should be kept intact, it
is that paid to tbis instifution. Last night
the member for Leederville made an appeal
on behalf of the blind, and it would be a
kindly aetion it the l’remier resolved to
maintain the full subsidy. There are many
other directions in which reduetions eould
be made before cutting down the subsidy to
the institution. Looking through the Esti-
mates I notice that one or two people in
high positions have not had their salavies
reduced, vet the blind are to have their vote
reduced. I would like the Premier to indi-
cute his views before any move is made to
fest the feeling of the Committee.

Hon, W, D. JOHNSON: I want to sup-
port the appeal for further consideration of
this item. The member for Leederville (Mr.
Panton) last night urged the Treasorer to
reconsider if, and stressed the difficulty
the committee are experiencing in keeping
poing. We all know that public subserip-
ticns to these charitable institutions cannot
be maintained. It must be very disconrag-
ing to the eommittee, with a reduced income
from private sobseriptions, and carrying
inereased burdens, to see that the Govern-
ment have found it necessary to reduce the
annual erant. T agree with the member for
Kimherlev (Mr. Coverler) that the Deaf
and Dumb Institution deserves further con-
sideration, and T hope the Premier will
agree to associate fthix institution with the
other, and see if sometling eannot be done
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to reinstate the grants that have been made
in the past. I think members generally
would endorse the attitnde of the Premier
if he were to decide that the original amount
of this item should be reinstated.

The PREMIER: The grant to the Vie.
toria lnstitute for the Blind is a suobsidy
en a pound for pound basis on the mouey
collected by the institute, TLast year we
paid them £2,800, and although this yes
we have been eompelled to reduce it in con-
formity with the Plan agreed upon, I am
hopeful that the institute is not so unfor-
tunately placed ns the hon. member has said.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Bat their burdens
are greater than before.

The PREMIER: Yes, probably they are.
T shall be very pleased to give them all the
consideration I possibly can.

Mr. CORBOY: I suggest that the Pre-
mier mmight inerease the maximum amount
he is prepared to grant on a pound for
pound basis to this institntion.

The Premier: This institute is rather bet-
ter treated than are similar institutions in
the Eastern States.

Mr. CORBOY: In the Eastern States, as
the Premier must have seen for himscdlf.
blind people have to go hegging in the
streets. That position has never arisen here,
simply because of the work this institution
and the Braille Society are doing. We have
never had blind persons begging in our
streets, but if we rednce the amount avail-
able to this institution it is probable we
shall be faced with that awful spectacle. [
am sure the Committee will readily agree
te allow this subsidy to remain as it was
previously, and so keep the unfortunate
blind usefully employed. If we include in
the calculation the dependants of the blind,
i% will be found that the State suhsidy of
last year amounted to only about 5s. per
week. Surely we ean afford that mueh for
those people. Nobody would ohject if ‘he
Premier allowed the urant to the Vietoria
Institute for the Blind aud the Braille
Roeiety 1o continue of £2.800 a vear on the
pound for pound basis.

The Premier: T will see that they get
all the eonsideration nossible.

Mr. . W. MAXNYN: All the=e organisa-
tions are in imuch the same position during
thix peried of depres<inn 2+ thev were dur-
ing the war. when <o many appeals were
heing made for varions war funds. The re-
sult was that institetions Vike the Vietarin
Tnstitute for the Blind and the various hos-
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pitals depending on public subseriptions had
to close portion of their buildings. It is
to-day more difficult for the collectors for
those various organisations to colleet from
private citizens, who have not the same
means as they had previously. Consequently
it is very wmuch harder to finance those in-
stitutions.  Recently the Vietoria Institute
participated in a sweep and secured a hand-
some return, But even with the £2,000 they
got from that sweep, I feel certain their
tetal returns this year will not be equal to
what they were a conple of vears ago. The
Government are much like thoge organisa-
tions, in that they find it difficult to eollect
their taxes. TIf the Premier can see his way
clear to help those institutions, T am sure
he will do so.

My, ANGELO: Tf the Tremier. finding
that these institutions arve getting into fur-
ther diffenlties, decides to exeess this Vole.
he ean be assured of sympathetic treatment
from this Committee next year. Personally
[ should like to see the item remain as it
is, if only as an indieation to the citizens
that we are fryving to keep to the Premiers’
Plan.

Item—Departmental advertising (except
Railways and State Steamchip  Serviee),
£800:

Mr. COVERLEY : I should like some in-
formation about lhis ttem. Am T to under-
stand that the advertising for the State
steamers and the Railways is paid from the
departmental vevenue of those fwo concerns?

The PREMIER: Yes, in hoth iustances
they pay for their own advertising.

[tem—Workers’ Compensation Act Fund,
£4,600:

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Last year £4,000
was provided and the expenditure amounier
to £1,232. The estimate this vear is €400,
I take it this is an estimate of what the Gaov-
ernment will have te pay in compensation
for Government employees that ave insured
under the departmental fund.

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: 1 retnember when
the fund was established, and T know that
vear after vear the credit balance rose, until
it reached £30,000, It has never shifted
since. Earh vear there has heen a certain
amount paid into Consolidated Revenue as
profit from that fund. Can the Premicr tell
me what amount has been paid into Con-
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solidated Revenue from that depavtmental
insurance scheme?

The Premier: I have not the figures with
me, but I will get them for yon.

Item—Ixpenses of Repatriation of Sun-
dry Persons, £300:

Mr. SLEEMAN: In view of last year's
expenditure, I should like to have seen a
larger sum onr the Estimates for ihis item.
Lately T have heen pestered by persouns cecti-
ied by doctors as being totally nnfit Zor £ur-
ther work. The Premier would have been
studying economy had he placed a lavger
sum on the Estimates and repatriated a
larger number of these persons, who alterna-
tively will have to be maintained at the ex-
pense of the State. Only last Wednesday
two migrants came up to the House to see
whetlher there was any chance of their being
sent back to England. Both had hecn eerti-
ied to bhe suffering from an ineurable
disease. One of them, who had been in this
State only 18 months, admitted that he was
suffering From the disease before he came
here. He said a repatriation doctor in Lon-
don had told him the Australian clinate
would do him good. 1lnstead of that, his con-
dition has hecome worse, and he is now certi-
fied us heing unable to do any work. [t
would be real economy if the Government
were to send those people, and many others
like them, back to England. Only a little
while 2go Mr., J. H. Thomas, Dominion Sec-
retnry in the British Cabinet, pointed out
that any dominion CGovernment had power
to repatriate any migrants that were found
to be unsuitable. Quite a lot of the migrants
were induced to come out bere under false
pretences published in English newspupers.
Here is a 'ress picture of the Golden Eagle
nugget. The English paper that published
that picture declarved that the nugget was
picked up by & youth in a street of an Aus-
tralian town.

Mr. H. W. Mann: You do not suggest
that that was inserted to induece people to
come here. It was just 8 news item.

Mr. SLEEMAN: It was inserted to tell
people something that was not true. The
publishers of the paper knew it was not
true; they knew the nugget was not found
in a street. Many migrants were led to be-
lieve that once they set foot in Anstralia,
they could get a gold mine or a farm, and
any amount of work. In conirast to our
treatment of migrants, let me quote a state-
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rment from an addvess by His Excellency
Sir Cesil Clementi, Governor of Malaya, in
2n address to the committee of the Empire
Parlinmentary Assoeiation—

As rezard: the Imlian labourers, the Tamils,
we huve  been oblig o ts repatriate them.
Maore tham 12,000 had be n repatriated betors
[ eame away, and T daresay the number is
higher to-day. We wished to roduce their
wages. That was the first suggestion that was
made, mnd it eame very largely from the In-
dians thems:lves. They would have preferred
to have had their wages reduced rather thum
to be ppatriated to Tndin, where it wuas not
at all vertain they would get auy cmployment,
But the Tndian Government said that, the l-asic
waue having been fixed, they preferred these
men  should bz repatrinted rather than that
their wages shold he redueed.

The British Government should follow that
example. The wages of migrants have cer-
tainly been reduced, and T de not know to
what level they will fall by the time the
present Government have finished with them.
The British Government shounld say, *Tf vou
are not prepared to keep those people in
reasonable comfort, vou should repatriate
them.” People are calling on me every day
in the week presenting doctors’ certifieates
showing that they are unable to do any
work. They will be a permanent charge on
the community so long as they remain here,
and their children will probably’ also he-
come a charge on the community. The re-
patriation of Chinese is being undertaken
by the Goverument of Malaya. Surely we,
too, should undertake the repatriation of
migrants who are in distress and who wish
to return to the Homeland. Had the Pre.
mier provided a2 sum considerably in excess
of that provided last year, he wonld have
been practising economy and treating the
migrants fairly, I hope the Premier will
see the error of his ways and endeavour
to repatriate those migrants. There are all
sorts of rumours current that the British
Government are antagonistie to us, but I
have quoted the words of Mr. Thomas, who
snid that the Dominion Governments bhad
power to deport any settlers who were sur-
plus to requirements. If pressure were
brought to hear unpon the Commonwealth
Government, T see no reason why they
should not grant passports to migrants. The
only thing that conld make the Common-
wenlth Government hesitate would he +ha
few paitry ponnds owed by the migrants
for their fares to Australia. The Common-
wealth should not stand in the way of those
people for the sake of a few paltry pounds.
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Those people have no chance of getting a
return farve, and the proper attitude for
the Commonwealth to adopt is te say to
the Btate Government, “If you are prenared
tn send them Home, we will raise no ohiec-
tion fo the granting of passportz” T do
not intend to relax my efforts to get those
pevple zent Home, sod 1 hope the authori-
ties will revognise that it they are not pre-
prred to do anvihine tor those people, it is
only fair to <end them back,

Vote put and passed.
[Mr. Angele tool: the Chair.)

Vote—Group Settlament, £48—agreed fo,

T'ote—Stute Aceident Insurance Office,
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ltem, Temporary Clerieal and other assist-
anee, efe., £835:

Hon. W, D. JOHNSOX: This item shows
an inerease of £327. Can the Premier ex-
plain why the inerease is necessary?

The PREMIER: The increase is neeces-
sary to meet the needs of the department.

Hon. P. Collier: In other words, the busi-
ness of the department is increasing.

The PREMIER: Yes, and it is neeessary
to have assistance.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Tt is satisfac-
tery to know that the department is increas-
ine in popalarity, and that the work is in-

erensing. 1 am of opinion that it would he
economical  from the point of view
of the State to extend the opera-
tions. The Minister for Wdrk<x has
placed on record in “Hansard® very
strong reusons why the scope of the
department  should be cxtended. The

premiums charged by the private insurance
companies arve out of all provortion to what
i reasonahle and fair, and the anly way
we can protect the people from exploita-
tion is to use the State organisation. That
the business has inereased under the pres-
ent Government is demanstrated by  the
figures, Let us hope that the desires of
the Minister for Works in rezard {n other
hranches of insaranee will he seriously con-
sidered, so that the people may he relieved
from the enormous and unreasonahle charges
imposed by the private insuranee monopoly

Hon. P, Collier: T think he should try
ngain.
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A, SAMPSOYN: In view of the increase
veferred to, and the painful thoughts there-
by encendered, it would be gratifying to many
members to learn that the Government in-
tended to do what has so often heen advo-
cated, namely, abelish this form of State
trading. The member for Guildford-Mid-
land referred to the increase of business as
if it were some godly act, instead of same-
thing to which a majority of members are
definitely opposed.

Vote put and passed.

I"ote—Agricultural Bank, Industries As-
sislance Board, Soldiers’ Land Settlement,
£5:

Mr. DONEY: I wish to speak generally
on this vote.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. membher may
ask questions to elieit information from the
Premier:

Mr. DONEY : My remarks will be in the
nature of queries, I wish to inquire from
the Premier whether Cahinet has reached
any decision with vegard to a reduetion of
the ecapital value of farms under the Agri-
eultwral Bank and the Soldier Scttlement
Scheme. T realise that this is a partieularly
difficult question, but it is one that eannot
be sidestepped. Not that T think the Gov-
ernment wish to side-step it; I believe they
are prepared to meet it when it arises. I am
of opinion that a material reduction is abso-
lutely inevitable. I cannot see that the mat-
ter can be side-stepped at all. As we are
all aware, values have fallen, and they seem
to show no sign of returning, at any rate
for some years, to the level that excused the
existing high eapitalisation. As the level
has fallen, it is hat right and imperative
that the eapitalication shall fall also, that
is, if the industry is to snrvive in anything
like its present form. Whether mortgagees
are prepared or not to write down their ad-
vances, the fact s plain that values have
decreased substantially, and ledger recog-
nition may just as-well be given to the new
values. T do not sav that the accounts
shonld be written down to the actnal pro-
duetivity values of to-day. That would not
be fair, and [ admit too, that it is going to
be diffieult to determine exactly the basis
upon which holdings should he revalued.
TUpon this question soldier settlers have re-
cently acted concertedly, and the matter has
lately been referred to me on quite a few
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occaszions, \Whilst agreeing alwavs that re-
duetions must inevitably be made, 1 have
pointed out that preecisely the same argu-
ments that show a reduetion to be necessary
in the ease of soldier settlers apply with
erqual force to the farms that are mortgaged
to the Agrienltural Bank and to the Assoc-
iated Banks. T should be glad if the Pre-
mier would give some indieation of the Gov-
ernment's intentions in this regard. Let ne
also refer to the question of penal interest.
I know thot the Premier does not regard it
as penal interest. The term, however, does
nat matter. TPenal interest is nothing
less than compound interest, and the Gov-
ernment have, I readily admit, every legal
and commereial right to impose the chavge.
The term, T helieve, was given to this par-
tieular impost by the Agvieultural Bank it-
self. T hope the penalties will he very
sparingly imposed, and that they will be
imposed, only in the case of those settlers
who eannot pay, as distinet from those who
will pay. I ugree that these penalties do
serve a useful purpose in that they speed
up the payments. L agree that they are all
right in normal times, but in times like these
they become merely an ivritont. Is it not a
very simple matter to disecriminate between
Lhouse whu will not pay and those who cannot
pay; hut even though the problem may be a
diffieult one, it should be attended to and
attended to ¢uickly,

Mr. J. [, MANN: 1 should like to know
what attitude the Premier intends to take up
with regard to Agrieultural Bank clients,
anhd the heavy load of debt they are ¢arrying
to-day. I should also like to hear from him
with regard to the rates of interest which
have 1o be paid. 1 do not see how these
settlers can meet their obligations. Of all
the elients of the bank, fully 80 per cent. are
hopelessly involved financially. There is an
enoymons  portion  of their indebtedness
which they will never be able to repay. In
order to satisfy the man on the land as to
the intentions of the Government, I should
like to hear from the Premier what be is
going to do. With regard to soldier settle-
ment, at the last Returned Soldiers’ Confer-
ence the matter of the elaim of £790,000
from the Commonwealth for losses in con-
nection with that, was discussed. A deputa-
tion waited on the Minister for Lands from
that conference, and the subject matter of
that deputation was passed on to the Pre-
mier. 1 hope the Premier will make a definite
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announcement with regard to soldier settle-
ment generally, Of the 5,300 original sol-
dier settlers, there are to-day only ahount
2,500, representing practically one-tenth of
onr wheat farmers. They are in a condition
similar to that in whieh the ordinary set-
tler finds himself. I hope some announce-
ment will he made by the Premier thiz cven-
ing.

Mr. GRIFFITIIS: I wish to speak par-
ticularly about the farming industry. I
understand there is owing to the Agrieultural
Bank £14,000,000.

The CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. mem-
ber’s remarks be cowntined to soldier settle-
ment and the [ndustries Assistance Board?
Anything he may have to say in regard to
agriculture can he dealt with when we come
to that vote.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 wish to deal with the
Agricunltural Bauk.

The CITATRMAN : The hon. member will
be in order if he confines his remarks to the
setivities of the Agrienltural Bank mnd the
LAB.

AMr. GRIFVEFITIIS: T helieve the total in-
debtedness of the farmers to the State is
£34,000,000, an nnmense sum. In view of
the position of the man on the land one
wonders how the Apricultural Bank is ever
going to get its money back. I was recently
on a farm, the owner of which told me his
exact position. He dealt with his indebted-
ness, and his prospeets of repaying not only
ordinary creditors, but the amounts due to
the Government by way of various rates,
Agricultural Bank interest, ete. He told me
he would realise from his erop this year
1,600 bags of wheat, less 100 bags for seed.
At 1s. 8d. a bushel this would bring him i
£375. Before he could talk about paying
Agricultural Bank interesi or meeting calls
by the Government he had to find £152 out
of this £375, leaving him £224, This small
sum would have to pay interest to the Gov-
crnment, rates, land rents, wheel {ax, wire
netting instalments, vermin tax and so forth.
There would be a call on the £224 of a fotal
of £303. Considering that the money he
would realise would be guite insutlicient to
enable him to carry on his farming opera-
tions, I cannot see why there should be such
a scramble to get the proceeds from the sale
of his wheat, for he will have practically no
proceeds to divide. I wish fo impress upon
members how important the agricultural in-
dustry is to Western Anstralia. If the
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Agricultural Bank i= to be paid off, and the
demands by the Government and loeal au-
thorities have to be met, ~ome radical change
in the position will have to be effected. The
price of wheat is so low that it costs about
twice as much as people can get for it to-day
to preduce it. The prospects for the coming
year arve that there will he a tremendons
falling off in the aren under erop. It we arve
ultimately to get out of our dillienlties it is
vitally importmnt that our farmers should be
carvied on. The State generally does not
realise how important the industry reallv is,
and how necessary it is to see that the
farmers are placed in a position to pay their
debts.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I desire to say a few
words on the question of soldier settlement
and the Agricultural Bank, Under preseat
conditions it is impossible for the settlers con-
cerned to meet their liabilities, A few weeks
ago the settlers had a meeting iu Perth,
and many days of their conference were
taken up with land settlement and soldier
settlement. People were placed on the land
in the Sonth-West and in other parts of tho
State, and estates were hought for them at
a price. The man who has been continu-
ousiy on his holding is not in sueh a bad
position as he who has been moved from
Place to place. Unfortanately numbers of
men have had to leave their holdings, be.
cause they were nnable to pay either the
interest or the acerued interest. Other men
taking over the forfeited holdings bhave been
loaded up with all acerned interest and in
many cases dead or sold stock and useless
machinery. The original capitalisation of
the property has been doubled. The orig-
inal cost of the land has been built up to
twice what it was 10 years ago, and as the
bottom has fallen out of the market for prac-
tically every article of primary production,
settlers are not now able to meet their in-
terest payvments. Many of them have heen
threatened with evietion notices, and they
ave becoming very uneasy. The Government
declare that the Agricultural Bank interest
must be paid if that institution is to be
carried on. These settlers are up against a
stone wall.  They are unable to pay the
present rate of interest, and will remain un-
able to pay it until the price of primary
products reaches somewhere near normal,

Mr. J. I. Mann: Even then they will be
unable to pay the back interest.
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AMr. J. H. SBMITI: No, because of the
high capitalisation of their properties. A
great deal of money has been sunk in soldier
settlement. In the case of some setilers re-
bates have been made. The board which

" gonfrols that settlement have given rebates
of interest and of accrued interest, and sums
of £200 or £300 have been wiped off, and in
some cases larger amounts. Money has also

. been written off the capital accounts. Tou-

day we are in a quandary as to how to deal
with land valuations. The capitalisation is
altogether too hizh and there is a very big

problem confrouting the Government. 1

should like te know what the Premier is
going to do about it.

The PREMIER: The Government have
spent on soldier settlement in  prineipad
alone au enorwsous sum of money, on whish
interest has to be paid.  There is not a
penny of outstanding interest but is for
meney which has had to be borrowed for
this objeet. We have heard something about
the penalty rate. | would point out that
this is mevely interest outstanding on eapi-
tal advanced. This capital is money whicl
has been berrowed by the Government., 1
am sure members realise low considerata
the Agricultural Bank has been to soldier
gottlers. Last year the Agrieultvral Bank
colleeted for interest an amount of £153,583,
and the interest collected for the year on the
bank’s other transactions amounted to £156,-
589. On account of the Industries Assisi-
ance Board there was at the end of the lasi
finuneial year a sum outstanding of £1,199,-
467. 1t would bhe wrong to write down the
value of wheat farms to the price that they
are worth on the market to-day.” We gan-
not very well write off the indehtedness
against the farmers and leave that as a debt
against the State. It cannot be argued that
the value of land to-day is ifs proper value.

Mr. Patrick: You are writing down the
value of land every day.

The PREMIER: We may have to do that
in certain cireumstances. I do not think the
farmers should expect the Government ta
write down their debfs to an amount that
would represent a fair amount bhased on pre-
sent values.

Mr. Doney: That would be unfair.

The PREMIER: Yes. The Federal Gov-
ernment have redueed the interest on soldier
settlement to 4 per cent. for all moneys sup-
plied by them, and the soldier settler in his
tura will pay 4% per cent. on the money
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le has received. It is not right that we
shoald have to consider the writing down of
the security itself.

My, Patriek: When you call for tenders
far the re-possession of a farm you write
down the capital considerably.

The PREMIER: That is probably neecs-
sary. The hon. member would surely not
argrite that all furming properties should be
written down un the same basis. The money
has been handled by the farmers. I know
ther are nnt in u position just now to pay
interest at the vate that was imposed last
vear, I would point out that not alome to
the Agrieultural Bank do the farmers owe
money, for they owe it to many other people
as well. [t would not he right for the Gov-
erument fo write down seeurvities just now
te their present value. In the case of soldier
settlement. there bas been a writing down
of debts from time to time. The settlers
have been velicved in the matter of the rate
of interest charged, as from the early part
of this financial yenr. That will be a con-
siderahle relief to those who are paying,
thongh not to those whe are not paying. I
lknow that the prices of wheat and wool have
heen #o dreadfuily low that it has been ex-
tremely difficult for men on the land to
cairy an and meet their obligations.

fMr. Richardson took the Chair.]

Hon. W. 1}, JOHNSON: We have got
beyond the stuge where we can be satisfied
with expressions of sympathy for those
assoeiated with the agrienltural industry,
and especially eclients of the Agricultural
Bank. 1 trust this Chamber will not pro-
rogue until ihe Government have made a
definite pronouncement of what they are
prepared te do for the industry. 'So far
as the Agricultural Bank is eoncerned, 14
millions sterling are involved. TUnless
serions thought is given to the matters
there is great danger of very heavy losses
as the result of farmers ceasing to operate.
Although possibly some farmers may re-
main on their farms, they will not work
them to the extent rendering it possible to
maintain them or make a return to the
State. All that the farmer can do, has
been domne this vear. I speak feelingly on
the matter, because I know that all the
neighbouring farmers in my distriet have
explored everv avenue for the purpose of
eetting sufficient funds to earry on up to



4648

the present stage. I want an assurance
from the Premier vegarding the supply of
bags. Farmers in the Bruce Rock district,
whieh is regarded as a flonrishing district,
have exhausted all their eredit for the pur-
pose of getting the present crop in. Many
will find great difHewlty in taking the crop
off. | know that last year we spoke in
somewhat the swe strain regarding the in-
dustry, and got through notwithstanding;
but we got through by exhausting all pos-
sible chance of turther continuation. Al
the farmers are now getting on to eom-
ponnd interest. Their debts have inereased
s¢ enormously that the interest on them
cannot be met, and thus compound interest
is being imposed. Therefore the position
is hecoming hopeless; the farmers cannot
carry the burden. As to helping the wheat
farmer by a honus, we are told that the
country cannot bear the expense. The
amount whieh the whole of the people
could not earry last year the wheat-grower
has heen foreed to earry. T do not say that
while deing so he has paid his way, but he
has exhansted his credit. The Royal Com-
mission failed to furnish a poliey. They
were appointed to deal with an acute situa-
tion, but the veport has heen of no prae-
tical value. And up ta date the Govern-
ment have not taken the matter seriously.
If the Government cunnot do it, we as
members of Parliament must accept the re-
sponsibility, for we eannot allow the agri-
cultural industry to go out of existence.
Parlizment must udopt a poliey which will
save the situation. An investigation is
needed into the liahilities of agriculturists
to aseertain whether something cannot be
done to reduec those linbilities 1n some
way though not to write them off. They
should be funded for a term of years so as
to aveid compound interest and allow the
farmers time to re-establish themselves.
Under existing conditions the farmers ean-
not live.
Mr. J. I. Mann: No, they cannot.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Surely we
should have more from the Premier than
just an expression of sympathy and an out-
line of the situation regarding eommodity
prices. [f the produeers cease production,
it will mean disaster to the State. When
we reach the Department of Agricultnre,
I hope the Government will be able to ont-
line some scheme for saving the wheat in-
dustry. If the Premier will not do that,
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we must try to get a committee of the
House representative of all parties, to do
for the people of this State, and partien-
larly the agrieulturists, what the Royal
Commission failed to do. If the Royal
Commission bave failed, it is not for us as
wmembers to say that nothing ran be done.
1t is necessary to encourage the agricul-
torists by letting them realise tnat Parlia-
ment is tuking the matter up seriously. Thg
agriculturists are nlready organised. Un-
less we recognise their situation, a ehaotic
condition will result from their eeasing
operations at the most eritical period.
There is alveady the difficulty regarding
bags, the price of which is soaring everv
day.

The Premier: There is & co-operative
company dealing with bags.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: The co-operative
company has heen carrying the obligation
as to bags out of all proportion to its
strength, and that cannot go on indefinitely.
Especially the company should not be called
upon to meet the elaims of clients of the
Agricultural Bank. The whole question is
too serious to be passed over in general
terms sineh as we have had up to date. We
should encourage the trustees of the .Agri-
cultural Bank and their assistants. To-day
they are not getting encouragement, he-
cause the Royal Commission have proved of
no assistance. The result of the Commis-
sion has been to disorganise the minds of
the farmers and of officers of the Agrieul-
tural Bank. Everybody 1s getting mixed
as to what shonld be done to overcome the
difficnlties which are ineveasing day by day.
Personally I am prepared to play my part
in seeing that before the session eloses,
there shall be some definite policy for the
re-establishment of the agricultural indus-
try.

Mr. DONEY: T do not like the suggestion
of the previous speaker that the Premicer is
merely expressing sympathy, withont doing
anything. 1 listened to the Premier closely,
and T did not hear him express sympathy
either by aecteal words or by implication. I
did, however, hear him refer to a particular
benefit, as to which T should like a little more
information. The hon, gentleman saicl that
interest on Federal money lent to elients
here had been reduced from 61, per cent. to
4% per cent. What proportion of the
money lent to soldier settlers bears that rate
of interest? If explanation on that peint is
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not torthcoming the statement will be inter-
preted as meaning that the reduction from
G4 per cent. to 444 per cent. applies only
to the £6256, being that portion of soldiers’
settlement loans, for which the Federal Gov-
erninent are responsible.

Hon, M. F. TROY: Before dealing with
Aericultural Bank activities, T wish to make
a refevence to the late Mr. Frank Cooke, T
desive to express my great regret at the
pas=ing of Mr. Cooke. I admired him very
much as o trustee of the Agrvicultural Bank,
and the State owes a great deal to him be-
cause of his sound judgment and fine
charaecter.

Membors: Hear, hear!

Hon. M. . TROY: I hope we shall sue-
cerdd in getting another trustee of equal
qualifications,

v, Corhoy: 1t will be difftenlt.

Hou, M ¥, TROY: I came into contact
with JMr. Cooke when 1 was Minister for
Lands, and [ always Lelt the greatest admira-
tion for his {air outlook and fine judgment,
as well as for his wonderful patience in deal-
ing with the bank’s clients. He was also a
man of great generosity of heart and mind.
The present are diffienlt times on the land,
and everyone is leoking to the Ctovernment.
An idea is abroad that the Government
can solve all difficultics, that really the diffi-
¢ulties under which the people are labvuring
are due to the fatuousness of the Govern-
ment in not being able to see those diffi-
culties. I have risen to eriticise the Govern-
ment, and [ shall eriticise them in regard
to their administration. This is a time when
we shonld look the situation in the face. It
is 1o yre upbraiding the Government becanse
they eannot relieve all the wants of the
farmers. The Government have their own
difliculties. The money which comes to
finance the country is not plucked from trees,
but has to be produced from the land; and
if wealth is not produced by the country
the Government have not the money to
spend. That is the position to-day. The oniy
money the Government can spend in kecping
the farmer on the land is money that comes
from goods produced in the country, or
else money that the Government can horrow.
Within those limitations, the Government
cun act. I admit that the farmers are con-
fronted with difficulties, and that was recog-
msed by the Government who appointed a
Koyal Commission to report on how best
tv meet the situation. I also admit that
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there is not much to be said for the Com-
mission’s report. The Commission did not
point the way out of the farmers’ diffieul-
ties. I would have been surprised had the
Commission been able to find a way out.
It would have been extraordinary had they
been able to do so. As a matter of faet,
the Royal Commission found themselves
faced with the faets as we have to face them,
and, in my opinion, they reported to the
best of their judgment and ability. It was
a Royal Commission appointed not by Par-
liament, but by the Government, 1 think
more experienced men could have Deen
chosen, but rhe Commission applied them-
selves earneztly to their task and did
not shirk their responsibilities. What is
it that some hon. members want the Gov-
erament to do? They want the Government
te help the farmers by providing all their
requirements, They want the Government
to provide sacks and super, help them to
put in their wheat and to take it off, to pay
all their costs and then give them something
te go on with next year. On top of all that,
they want the Covernment to provide the
farmers with security of tenure. The other
night a well-known gentleman in Western
Anstralia, o man who has bad considerable
experience in conneetion with wheat grow-
ers' agitations, said that 10,000 settlers were
prepared to leave the land to-morrow. T do
not believe it. I am convinced that if he
did his utmost, he could not get 500 settlers
to leave the land, because, bad as the posi-
tion of the farmer is to-day, it is no worse
than that of thousands of people in other
parts of the State.

Mr. H. W, Mann: The farmer is in a
better position than others.

Hon, M. F. TROY: It has to be said for
the farmer that he has a roof over his head,
wood and water, something growing for him
on the farm, and no rent to pav. Prob-
ably he is better off than 90 per cent. of
the rest of the people in Western Australia
to-day. Compare the position of the farmers
with that of thousands of the people who
have lost their homes absolutely! If they
bear that in mind, the farmers will not re-
gard their position to-day as being so bad.
I know many people who have invested hun-
dreds of pounds in their homes, and yet
to-day do not possess those homes. If
seenrity of tenure is fair for one section
of the community, that principle must apply
all round, If the Government can give
security of tenure to some of the people,
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they must go further and provide seecurity
for all the peuple. The artisan in the city
the labourer on the land and the miner
are equally entitled to it. We arqg
not  entitled to give consideration to in+
dividunls 2s against their fellow men. If
we grant security to one section, we 1ust
provide it for all. Tt must be borne in
mind that all ave citizens of the State. [£
we are going to the help of people in need
in one direetion, we must grant assistance
to others who require it. Last vear I em-
phasised that in Western Australia we must
faee the faectz, Tt is more necessary than
ever to do so to-day. So far as I can judyre
the possihilities of the future, I do not think
we shall have good times on the land for
some vears to eome. I do not look upon
the present situation ns a passing phase.
1 regard it as a phase that will take some
vongiderable time in passing. T cannot con-
eeive that in a vear or two we shall have
high prices ruling again. T believe that
prices will firm, and it will certainly be
far better if they firm slowly and perma-
nently than if they fluctuate so that we
are in doubt as to where we.stand from
time to time. That in itself represents an
improvement, if people will only recognise
the faet. The diffienlty of the wheatgrower
ix that he has received such a small
veturn for his prodact, and that is
because the world has produced too much
wheat. There ean be no doubt on that
point. Althongh in prosperous times people
said that they eould not grow wheat at
under 53. a bushel, and that they could not
and would not do it for less, I always real-
ised that the da2y would come when the
producers would be glad to grow it for 3s.
a bushel. The files of the Agricultural De-
partment contain a minute in which T ex-
pressed that opinion five years ago. To-day
if we wore offered 3s. a bushel for our wheat,
we wonld rejoice exceedingly. If that were
t» happen, a changed attitude of mind would
be apparent throughout the ecommunity,
and we would feel that we were entering
upon good times again. What is happening
to-day? We are produeing too mueh wheat,
hut we are receding from that position.
All over the world the wheatgrower is re-
ducing his acreaze. Tt is the only attitude
to adopt. Tf the Federal Farm Board in
America had not heen created by the United
States (Yovernment, who equipped that body
with millions of dollars with the object of,
as thev said, stabilising prices and encour-
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aging farmers to o an producing wheat,
the position to-day would have heen recti-
fied. The Amterican Farm DBuuid has heen
responsible  tur  the American prolucers
growing o much wheat. But the po-ition
did not improve as the result of the ereation
of that body. XNow the hoard has arrived
at the definite cunclusion that it~ operations
were of vo value at all.  To-day the hourd
15 refnsing to buy wheat and hus hecome in-
operative.  That is a good thing fur ihe
wheut producers  throughout the world.
Stocks, happily, are being zoid. The \mer-
fvans are =ending their wheat to China ov
to any other vountry that will azree to tuke
it. The result of that has been an immed-
iate improvement of the wheat industry
throughent the world and all wheat-growing
opevations have reached the receding -{age.
We are getting down to the simple, but effi-
cient form ol farming. Instead of erop-
ing thousands of aseres, the Farmer to-day is
putting in his 300 or 400 acres, and is doing
most of the work himself. He is living more
sunply aud frugally. It is not hard to live
frugally and earefully, and be satisfied with
one’s lot. It will produce good results. It
will mean that the farmer will attend to his
property, go in for mixed farming and, gen-
erally speaking, hecome a better farmer than
he has been in the past. Our present-day
experienve will do no harm at all. Recently
I had the pleasure of travelling from Kal-
goorlie with 1 South Awvstralian who has had
long expericnce in agricalture. He said,
“How is it that your people are squealing
here!? You have had one had seasom, and
vour tarmers are souealing! We have had
five vears of non-success in South Australia,
and are not squealing.” The explanation, as
I told him, was that the South Australian
farming industry had been developed aiong
different lines, The farmer in that State
received little assistance from the Gover:-
ment. He had no Agricultural Bank ‘o bhut-
tress his efforts, and no ILA.B. to help him
along, He had to depend largely upon his
own resources. The result was that in South
Australia, as well as in New South Wal.s
and Vietoria, there developed a hard-work-
ing industrious, frogal farming population.

My, J. I Mann: Are there no hard work-
ers in this State?

Hon. P. Colleir: Yr<. but are they frugsl
amd eareful]

Me. J. I Mann: Of course they are.
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Hon. M. ¥. TROY: I do not propose to
allow the member for Beverley to misrepre-
sent me. T do not say that there are no
hard-working men in this State; T am point-
ing out how the industry developed. I know
the facts as they apply bere and in the other
States. T grew up under the conditions that
I speak of. T grew up on a farm, and know
from my own expevience that my people
lived frngally and simply in ovder that they
might save and pay off the mortgage. I am
in a position to speak, hecause 1 know from
pust sxperience. Despite all that has been
said about the Agrienltwral Bank in this
State, it has heen a henefactor to thousands
of people. In fact, the bank has been too
generous, The trustees have given way too
often. I speak as a elient who has had deal-
ings with the bank, As long as I am a
member of this Chamber, 1 shall not cease
to sayv that the Agricultural Bank extended
to me Fair and generous treatment, and I
recipracated. I kpnow =ome people who will
not give the Agricultnral Bank a fair deal.
They want to live up to all their advances,
and bevond them, and then they want the
hank to stick to them when they get into
diffienities. [ know the conditions that ob-
tain. No man knows better than T do how
difliealt it j« ta ecarvy on to-day. All the
same we leed nut deride the institution that
was the stand-by for so manv farmers in
the early struggling days. 1 fully appre-
ciate the ditliculties of the present condi-
tions in this Btate, but we mnst realise the
faets, There is no royal voad of progress
to success, such as we fancied in the early
listory of farming here. It is realised now
that farming does not mean simply going
on the land, borrowing £2,000 or more from
the Government, and getting someone clse
to do the work, as has so ofien been done.
Too many refrained from hothering abont
their labilities; but expected the Govern-
ment to carry them throngh their diffieul-
ties. I remember one experience I had.
When Minister for Lands I used to talk to
men who were about to go on the land. I
agked them to come into my office and
I said to them, “Take my advice.
Do the work yourselves. Do not be in
a hurry. Look ten vears ahead. Work
towards vour goal and in ten years’ time, if
you do the work yourself, live frugally and
act carefully, you will have vour farm and
will have paid your debts” In reply to that
one man said, “You have no vision. Why
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not give me £5000 so that 1 ean
make a home immediately?” Unfor-
tunately that is the attitude of a lot
of men who have gone on the land in this
State. When 1 was Minister for Lands the
Government was most generous in assisting
the men on the land, and hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds were provided through the
Agrieultural Bank to assist farmers in their
operations. It was not intended that the
money should be spent by having the work
done by Southern Europeans. I know of
one instance in which a man went on {o his
selection and bought a car and truck in
the first week. FHe had no warrant for doing
that at all; he could not afford it. I[f you
talk to men of that type about their respon-
sibilities, thev reply, “But we live in differ-
ent times now.” T spoke to one group settler
who had bought a motor ear. [ said to him,
*You eannot keep yourself, so why buy a
car? The old settlers were not able to buy
cars.”  He replied, “We are educated now.”
That education has been utterly wrong and
stupid. So I say again, we must get down
to facts. In any walk of life the individual
must Jearn to crawl before he attempts fo
walk. That means again that there is no
royal road to suceeszs. Much as T sympathise
with the settlers in their difficulties to-day,
I realise that they musl reduce their acre-
ages. 1t is necessary for farmers to do most
of their work themselves, and that in itself
will tend towards reduced wheat acreages.
Then we must go in for mixed farming and,
an important feature, we must ge in for
Earm economy. In earlier days farmers were
to a large extent independent from an
ecconomic standpoint. They saw to it that
the farm produced most of their require-
nents, including mutton, beef, buiter, miik,
eggs and bacon.

Hon. P. Collier: And they had their veget-
able wardens.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes. The housewife
made necessary side lines for the home, and
vegetables were grown in sufficient quantities
to supply half the distriet. In other words,
the farmers of those days pracfised farm
economy. That is a phase that is sadly
neglected to-day throughout the farming
areas and on the group settlements as well
It made me heart-sick when T went through
the group areas and saw no vegetables crown
anywhere. That is not farming; that sort
of thing will get us nowhere. The State is
not entitled to stand by people who will not
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make an effort on their own behalf. The
State i~ entitled to look after the man on the
land and every other eitizen wherever he
may hie, because no one citizen has o right to
expeet more than i due to another.  The
Govermment can be expected tu lonk after
the people, but the settlers themselves must
~houlder the duiy that devoives upon them to
reeiprocate.  They muse help theneelves as
far n- they possibly ean. 1 might casily
blame the Government from this standpoint
ot that standpoint, and (hus make myself
agrecable 1o the farmers. 1 do not propose
to do su: it is not worth while. Irvespective
of whether | may be misrepresented, I in-
tend to speak the truth. [ am showing my-
self to be & better friend of the farmers by
speaking the fruth, than by misleading them
or by playing up to ihem to win thei.r
favour. To do the lalter, would not be in their
interests, nor in the interests of rthe State.
L am uot downhearled about the prescut pos-
ition. I we can seratch through and pay
onr debts, and keep things going, we are
very lucky. And it is so much the better il
the Government can help us seratch through,
case our difficulties and reduce taxation.
The local authorities also should reduce tax-
ation, for at times we pay them taxation,
without getting much serviee for it. I am
optimistic that, with the reduction of wheat
production jn the world, in a year or two
we shall find a market at reasonable prices.
1 Lope the great majority of our farmers
will be kept on the land and will improve
the position, and that after this expericnce
we shall be wiser and sounder farmers than
befure, Now lel me say a word or two
about the ahandonment of areas in the Lake
King and Lake Carmody distriets. 1 eou'd
quite wnderstand those areas being aban-
doned on the advice of a seientific man, if
thal adviee were confirmed by the practical
operations. But so far as T ean learn from
the men themselves, the land which has been
condemned by Dr. Teakle is growing splen-
did crops of wheat, up to eight bags to the
acre last year, and is carrying good crops
this year.

Mr, 1. W. Mann: Would not the same
apply to your 3,500 farm scheme?

Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes, [ am coming
to that.

Hon. P. Collier: These abandaned farms
are all part of that sehemne.

Hon. M. 1. TROY: In view of the prae-
tieal experience of the settlers, and seeirg
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what has been accomplished, I am surprised
that the Agricultural Bank should abandon
the proposition, and that the Jinister
chould support it. I take it the Minister
does support it, beranse we know how far
the bank ean po without his support. Tl
trustees are not warranted in abandoniryz
large areas of land on which bundreds of
thousands of pounds liave been expendcd,
merely becanse some voung man, fresh from
the University, condemns the land as being
na good. If the l'remier now stands behind
the bank, is wot that contrary to the Pre-
mier's attitnde towards 3,500 farms scheme?
What did he say when the (Collier Govern-
ment held up that scheme in order to maoke
further investiwations before a huge sum of
money was expended upon it? The present
PPremier derided the Coilier Government and
condemned them for their action. We .l
remember the story he told to illustrate his
point.

The Premier: But these men were out ub
Lake Carmody before that time.

Hon, M. B, TROY : Of course they were.
1 am commenting on the Premier’s attitude
towards the holding up of the 3,500 farws
scheme hecause Dr. Teakle said the land was
likely to become too salt for the growing of
¢crops. The Premier told a story. He said
that a seientist once stood talking to un
American farmer, telling him all about what
the country could do and what it could not
do. Presently the farmer said, “Thank you,
Sir. Now [ will get on with my planting.”
1t was the present Premier who fold this
story and attarked me and the Collier (ov-
ernment in the Press for not going on with
the 3,500 ftarms scheme when Dr. Teakle
advised caution. Now the Premier adopts
Dr. Teakle’s advice and abandons hundreds
of farms that have grown wheat to the ex-
tent af eight bags to the acre and are now
carrying very good crops. So I want to
know from the ’remier what his attitude
veally ix.  Was he merely influenced vy
prejudice when he attacked the Collier Gov-
ernment for not going on with the 3,500
farms scheme beeause of Dr. Teakle’s ad-
vice, or will he take the same aititude now
and deride Dr. Teakle for stating that the
land at Lake King and Lake Carmody will
not grow wheat? It that land were not
actually growing good crops, I would have
nothing to say In opposition to the now
attitude; T would say, “The land looks
good, but apparently there is in it a eon-



[14 Ocrorer, 1931,]

dition we did not know of, and so we shail
have to abandon it.” But that land is grow-
ing good wheat, notwithstanding which tke
Agrieultaral Bank says to the settlers, ‘“You
will all have to leave the land, for we refuse
to advance anything more on it” The
Collier Government were not influenced by
Dr. Teakle, or only to this extent, that we
felt that, having had the soil conditions in-
vestigated by an officer of Dr. Teakle’s
qualifications, we should have further in-
vestigation made bhefore we expended
millions of money on that scheme. I do nof
bhelieve for a moment that all the country
from Southern Cross right across to Salmon
Gums is hopeless, merely because Dr. Teakle
says so. Dr. Teakle may be a very eminent
young man, but still there may he many
things he has yet to learn. And, again, soil
analysis in a laboratery may be very dif-
ferent from soil conditions when vou are
tilling the soil in order to grow erops. I am
astounded that the Premier should stand
behind the Agricultural Bank trustees in rve-
moving those settlers who are actually grow-
ing crops. In my opinion it is not De.
Teakle's report that has influenced the trus-
tees. The trustecs may be afraid of alkalina
conditions developing in ecertain distriets,
hut even so, not the whole of a farin would
be affected; perhaps it would be only 10
or 20 aeres. Yet here is n young man wlho
has econdemned all the agricultural land
righi across to Salmen Gums. It is an ex-
traordinary position. We are entitled to
give due weight to his observations and
make the strictest inquiry, bot we are not
entitled to remove pevple from land that is
growing fine crops of wheat.

Mr. Corboy: But wheat eannat be profit-
ubly grown 50 miles from a railway.

Hon, M. F, TROY: That is the point.
That is the reason actuating the trustees.
These settlers are 50 miles from a railway,
and there is no possibility of their getting
a railway in the immediate future, and so,
while the bank is to some extept influenced
by Dr. Teakle’s report, it is thought cheaper
te bring in the settlers than to maintain
them 50 miles from a railway, and pay &
bonus on the cartage of wheat. But if that
be the real reason, why not state it? I re-
gret that these men should be 50 miles away
from the railway, becanse when we settled
those areas Mr. Collier and I had assurances
from Mr. Gunn and Sir Charles Nathan of
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the Migration Cowmission that they would
provide the funds for the railway.

The Minister for Lands: We eannot makn
them stick to that.

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: [ remember the con-
versation very well, when they were anxions
for this programme. There was at the time
no difficulty about getting money to settle
the 3,500 farms. But | was very cautions
and not at all anxious to proceed rapidly.
My idea was to go south from Southern
Cross to Forrestania, and for the time
tzeing to stop there, developing the country
from our experience. So the (fovernment
of which 1 was a member established ex-
perimental farms all across thag country.,
It was a very safe policy.

Mr. Corboy: 1t is a pity you did not get
the money to build the railway to the people
you had put out there.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The fact is that
people were clamouring for jand at (he
time. There were only about 400 blocks
at Lakes King and Carinody, and 400 on the
Mollerin line. Mr., Gunn and Sir Charles
Nathan said, ““Go along with those places
inside the fence, but hold up the bigger
scheme. We will provide the railway and
the money for settling those farmers,’'
And they would have kept (heir word. Bnt
when the whole of the 3,500 farms schemd
was being considered, it was dealt with'
as one scheme, and the railway to gerve
Lake Carmody and Lake King was to serve
all the rest of the settlement. When the
Engincer-in-Chiet provided a seheme for
railways it was found that to bujld the
railway to Lake Carmody and Lake King
would have been premature. .

Mr. Corboy: Then it was premature to
put those settlers out 50 miles from a rail-
way.

1Ton. P, Collier:
out; they went out.

Mr. Corboy: Oh, rubbish!

Hon, M. F. TROY: There wiil be al-
ways faint hearts who will not 20 away
from the vicinity of a railway. RBut on the
Wongan Hills line the settlers went out
30 miles from the ratlway. It is a long
way, but after all many people in this
country have had to go out in advance of
railways.  His Honour, the Speaker,
knows that the seitlers of Newdegate and
Lake Grace went out 60 miles.

Mr. Wells: No, only 35 miles at Lake
(irace,

We did not pat them
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Hon, M. F. TRUY: The Speuaker told
me they went out 60 milex. But let me get
on. The Migration Commission put it up
te the Government that they should build)
the Walgourlie-Mollerin line, It was part of
the whole scheme, and we were to get from,
the Commission mouney to build the railways
to serve Lake Carmody, Lake King, and
Forrestania. The Government did build the
Mollerin railway. As soon as the 3,500
farm- selume was held up, we made appliq
cation to the Mioration Commission for
muney with which to build the railways to
Lake King and Lake Carmedy. I have g
statement made by the member for Boulder
at the time., He said— !

Railway  facilities for the settlers south-
we-t of Southern Cross and the Lakes King,
Camm and Carmody areas were part of the
larger scheme embraced in the 3,500 farms
scheme, and with resjeet to thess areas the
Government propose to ask the RBailway Ad-
visory Board te veport sas soon ax pos ihle
The=p railway propesals will he submitted to
the Commonwealth and Imperial Governments,
and T anticipats heing able to obtain sudi-
vient money under the migration agreement
to give the weeessary services to theve settlers.

Those remarks were made in the eourse of
a meneral statement to the Press on the
whole seheme after it was heid up owing to
Dr, Teakle s veport. I think T have shown
that we prorerded on lines with which no-
body could find fault. That setlers are 50
miles from a railway is correet, but that iz
no new thing in this State or in other parts
of Australin. Settlers will go out 50 miles
from a railway in future.

Mr. Corhoy: XNo, they will not, not after
the experience of those people.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Their experience has
heen similar to that of thousands of othen
settlers in Australin. The early settlement
of Australia and the settlement for 30 or
60 yeoars afterwards was earried on without
railwnys at all. People went hundreds of
miles from a railway to develop the eoun-
trv.

Myr. Covhoy:

should eontinne?

Hon. M. F. TROY: These settlers in
guestion went out 50 miles, and what did
the Government do for them? They ad-
vanced £2,000 to most of those people.

Mr. Corbov: No, £1,500 was the maxi-
mum.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Well, €1,500. Theyv
received advances of £1,000 so that in a
faw short vears they could make the neres-

Do you suggest that that
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sary improvements to their property, Yet
we are told that theirs was a very dithealt
passage indeed. They got £1,500 more than
thousands ot other settlers got.

Mr. Corboy: That might be true, but
it ix not to say it is right,

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: In my opiniou it ix
right: it is the only way this country ean
be developed. 1 told those settlers to de
the work themselves, not to employ othery
to do it, hut to live on the bank advance.

Mr. Wells: What killed that settlement
was the reports.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I told them that in
time they would get a railway, and that if
they followed my advice, they would not
be too heavily involved. T also told the

miners on their seftlemeni to do thg
work themselves, 1 waid, “It will take
you four or five years to develop

vour farms. Live on the bunk advance,
keep down your capitalisation, and do
not aim at getting into production tog
soon, If you carry on the work vourselves
for a few years you will gain experience,
Do not be in a desperate hirry and do not
get other men to do the work for you”
Yet thousands of Southern Europeans were
engaged to do the work,

Mr. Corhoy: There were practically no
Sonthern Europeans engaged in that loeal-
ity.

Hen. M. F. TROY : Oh, oh!

Mr. Corboy: That is true; practically
none.

The Atforney General: Fvery mistake
made in this country has heen due to a more-
Laste-less-speed  poliey.

Hon. M. F. TROY: T @i not adopt that
policy. T am not, by nature, built that way.
I always pointed out that it was wise n
make haste slowly. In my opinion that is
the best form of progress.

Hon. P. Collier: It is the most solid.

Hon. M. F. TROY: On the files will be
found numerous minufes urging those set-
tlers to do the work themselves, bhecaunse
we found it diffieult to finance them. Tn
Suathern Cross in 1929 some of the preatest,
acitators were men who hought trucks on
the very day thev were allotted land, One
man came to me eomplainine bitterly of his
conditions and stating that the Government
would not help him, Tmagine my surprise
when he took back with him a new motor
car. Tt is utterly impossible to help that
type of man. T do not wish to infer that
ke was typiral of the genervality of men.
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Mr. Corboy: Individoa! cases do not cover
up the general faults of the administration.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I know there are
chicken-hearted people in this country wha
want to produee crops in the first year
and iake a trip round the world in five
years. It cannot be done.

Mr. Corbay: And the settlers who played
the game, according to the department’s ad-
vice, are the worst off.

Hon. M. . TROY : They are not.

Mr. Corboy: Of course they are,

Hon. M. F. TROY : ] have had us much
experience as any other member of this
House. 1 administered the Lands Depart-
ment for three years and came into contat
with thousands of settlers, and I an satis-
fied that a majority of careful, frugal men
sre still right. A member of this party
who started farming only about six years
ago bas paid his way with wheat at 2s. a
burhel. Last year, to my great surprise, ha
paid eash for his wire netting to rabbit-
fence his holding. Yet members say it can-
not be done. He is a careful, frugal man.
He is not swanking around the country. T
admire that type of man. T wish we had
tnonsands of others like him.

Mr. Wells: How far is he from a rail-
way?

Hon. M. . TROY: Only a few miles.

Mr. Corboy: He is right alongside it.

Hon. M. F. TROY: He has had only five
erops; yet he is able to pay his way and,
a3 I said, he paid cash for wire netting last
vear to rabbit-fenee his holding,

Hon. P. Collier: That is becaunse he is
not swanking around the country in a motor
ear. He is a worker.

Mr. Corboy: And men just as good who
have paid their Agricultural Bank interest
have been driven off their blocks.

Hon. M. F. TROY: While making ¢om-
" parisons, let me say that T know settlers
who have been on the land for 30 years, who
paid As. 6d. an aere for their land and
had 21 years in which to pay it,
whose farms are adjacent to a Tailway,
and who are hopelessly involved. They
are the ones who are asking the Govern-
ment to grant them security of tenure.
I ought not t{o bhe making a speech
in support of the Government, but I appre-
ciate the difficulties confronting them. Tt ix
of no wse a member standing up in this
House and fooling the people. A man who
talks foolishly to the farmers ix not deing
them any service. My feeling towards the
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farmers iz one of great sympathy in their
pre<ent diflliculties, but it is idle fur them
to ask the Governmeni to do impossible
things. The miner is just as mueh entitled
to good treatment at the hands of the Gov-
ernment as is the farmer. T believe the Gov-
ernment will be able to help cvery genuine
man in this country, and if they do so, T will
stand behind the Government. 1 wish lo say
a word abont group settlement.

The CHAIRMAN: T direet the hon. mem-
ber’s attention to the fact that we have al-
ready passed the group settlement division.

on. M. F. TROY: But the Agricultural
Bank now administers group sestlement. T
wnderstand that the member for Sussex (Mr.
Barmard) proposes to move for a Rowal
Comtmission to inquire into the group set-
tlers' eonditions, May T say 1 am astounded
at his intention. We were told that what
was wrolg with group settlement, when I
was Minister for Lands, was the administra-
tion. The present Premier said that the land
way all right, that the seitlers were all right
and thal the climate was all right, but that
the administration was all wrang. Yet now
that we have the administrator, the real
man who knows all about group settlement,
we find his faithful loyal supporter from
Sussex moving for a Royal Commission, 1
shall he interested to hear what the hon.
mgmber has to say in support of his motion,
and [ shall nol say much abont group sctile-
nent until he lias spoken. 1 cannot say
what iy attitude to the motion will be until
I hear his reasons.

on. I, Coltier: He will have to make out
a mighty good ease to get a Roval Commis-
sion.

Hon. M. . TROY: It is ten years since
wroup settlement was inaugurated and we
have spent millions of money on the scheme,
and T am astounded to learn that the settlers
cannot pay their way and ennnot make a
living. Tt cannot be the administration that
is at fault to-day, becanse the real adminis-
trator is in power, the man who knew all
ubout the scheme, the man who said the set-
tlers were all right, the land was all right
and the climate was all right but that the
administration was all wrong. It eannot be
the administration that is at fanlt to-day.
What ean the member for Sussex say about
it?

My, H. W. Mann: Do you remember tell-
ing the group settlers that their holidays
would be tound in their bank deposite?
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Hon. M. F. TROY : | told them that fre-
quently. ! never hesitated to tell them the
truth, and I o not hexitate to speak the
truth here, either. When I was Minister for
Lands 1 was not Inoking for vetes: 1 was
looking for results for the Slate. 1| never
tuld the group settlers that they were the
salt of the earth and that the eountry wag
dependent upon them. When necessary [
pointed out their fanlts, corrected themn and
tried to pul them richt.  When the present
I’rewmter took charge the first thing he did
was to infroduce new administration. It was
not. a new scheme at all.  He went to Bussel-
ton and said to Mr. Vickery, “Put up a
scheme.” A scheme was put wp, and it was
never carried out. It eould not he carried
out. It was one of those sehrimes pul up on
the spur of the moment merely to inpress
people. Now we find that the great majority
of the group settlers not only eannot pay
their interest, but eannot make a living. I
have asked for information of the number
of group settlers who ave paying their in-
terest. 1 hope the PPremier will supply the
information.

The [*remier: The officinls are wetting out
the figures for you.

Hon. M. F. TROY: [ am informed that,
of the 2,000 group settlers, only abonl -1
are paying their interest. [ may he wrong,
but [ understand that one of them intormed
the ex-I’remier that he was making £15 a
month by the sale of eggs alone, but there
was a change of Government and now he van
noither pay his interest nor make a living,
I =hall withhold further reference Lo group
settlement until 1 hear the specch of the
member for Sussex and then 1 hope to give
my views, 1t is a striking faci that alter
10 vears of group settlement and after the
expendliture of millions of pounds and the
wasting of willions of pounds, those settlers
cannot live and pay their way. We know
that the value of their produet has dimin-
ished in price, which would have some effect
on their welfare, but I belicve there are
other reaspus for it.  When the [Premier
adidiesses the House | hope he will be able
to give those reason-, When the present
Premier was Leader of the Opposition he
was never guite {aiy to me and to my ad-
ministration of group settlement. 1 still
have a feeling that 1 did a good jub as Min-
jster. It may be vanity: [ max be perfectly
stupid, but 1 think 1 did u good job for the
group sefttlers,
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Hon. P. Collier: My word. von did.

Hon. M. F. TROY : 1 Lope the Premier in
the course of hix reply will give us the
tacts, as [ woave them in oy e, The
curse ol thi= countyy is that we arve always
plaving up ta the people, through the ’ress
and theough Parlizment. We lead people
to believe they have real grievances and vet
we do net show them the way ont of their
difticulties.  The thing is to he straightfor-
ward with people, and tell them if they are
on the wrong track, and how hest to zot on
the right one. Tt that practice had alwavs
heen Followed, it would have heen so much
the hetter for the State. The comntry stove-
keepers hetd o mesting the other dav, and
passed a motion which should have the full
approval of the member for Sussex. Tt T
were e I would substitute the wotion passed
by the country storckeepers for his own
proposition for the appointment of a Royal
Commission.  The motion aof the country
storckeepers was, “That this conference re-
coinmends the State Government te appoint
a local committee in each distriet to inguire
into the disabilities of the group settlers;
that committee to he composed of a business
man, 4 gropp settler, a returned soldier, an
outside farmer and hank offieial”: and the
settlers  themeelves are to have charge
ol the committee. T suggest that the
member for Soussex should adopt that as the
motion he will move in the House.

The Minister for Railwavs: That was not
the vonference held on the Esplanade ves-
terday, was it, when they all wanted to ron
the show themselves?

Hon. ', Uollier: 1 had a devil of a job
defending you yesterdayv.

Hon. M. F. TROY: | am very mueh con-
cerned abont the action of the trustees of
the Agrienlturn]l Bank in removing the set-
tlers from the newly-settled purtion of the
State between Southern Cross and Newde-
gate.  Of course, thuse settlers are a long
distance from a railway, but have not the
Government some means whereby they ean
lay down a light railway to provide those
people with easy transport?

The Attorney General: Shonld we ut the
moment continne to ignove D, Teakle’s re-
port?

Hon, AL F. TROY : T shonld not advorate
iznoring it if there had been no settlers on
the land, but despite the repom, that part
of the State is  already  growing  crops.
Whirh isx the better evidenee, Dr. Tankle's
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report, or the faets which speak fov them-
selves?

The Attorney General: For how many
vears will the land continue to do that?

Hon. M. F. TROY: T am partly in aceord
with the Premier. [ wounld not aceept in it
entivety  the dictum of every scientifie
man. Before spending money on a proposi-
tion of this surt [ would hesitate, and make
furtber inguiries, but in the present case
the money has been expended, and the set-
tlers are growiug good erops, A young man
puts in a report and .\'il.\'s {hat the (‘Ull]lh‘_\‘{
will not grow erops.

Hon, P. Collier: The farmer says the crop
is wrowing there already,

[ow. M. F. THOY : Yes.

The Attorney General: The young man
does not say the land will not grow crops.
He savs it will not go on growing crops,

Hon. M. F. TROY : What does he know
about it?

The Attorney Gencral: | o not know.
You backed him up well and truty when he
first put in his report.

Hon, M. P. TROY : A very eminent agri-
euliural adviser ¢ame to my  place  some
veurs ago. He was looking at a evop which
was out in ear in Oetoher, and he =aid T
=<hould not get anything out of it. | knew
he was wrong. It finally produced seven
bags to the aere. 1 knew the eountry betier
than he did. There are laeal conditions
about which a visitor may not know any-
thing, but which have a very great hearing
on the position.

The Attornev General: You stagger me
talking like this to-night.

ITon. M. F. TROY : T hope so; [ am stat-
ing facts.

The Attorney General: You took an en-
tirelv different point of view when you were
Minister.

Hon. M. ¥. TROY : No.

Hon. P. Collier: He eovered that ground
hefore you came into the Chamber.

Hon. M. F, TROY: If before the Gov-
ernment had entered into the scheme a scien-
tist had said, “Beware of this proposition,”
it would have heen their duty to investi-
gate it. That is what we did, and the Pre-
mier of to-day derided us for doing so.
This is another proposition. The setilers are
on the land and produecing crops, although
a young man comes along and says the
ceuntry will not grow erops.
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The Attorney General: He did not come
along when we put the settlers on the land. |

tlon, M. F. Troy: Of course not. Tha
Attorney (reneral is not as intelligent as
he usually is.

The Attorngy General: You amaze me, the
way you are talking to-night.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I am sorry the trus-
tees ol the bank ure removing these settlers,
I suggest their action is due largely to the
foet that the Coverminent cannot build a
railway for them. Ts there not any chance
of the Government supplying those people
with a light line and so keeping them on
the land? 1 am sure that the country east
of Nondinin nnd right through to Salmon
Gnms is it for something, but it has all
been condemned by this young man. It
must eome into its own some day, Before
settlement we were warned by scientific men
that it would be wise to make an investiga-
tion, and we made one. I know the Premier
and the Agrieultural Bank have a diffieult
programme before them. Much is expected
of the hank, 1t is dve to the people that
the (fovernment shounld state the faets all,
the time, and tell the farmers that the
finances of the country ave limited, and that
it is impossible to find more money than is
now available. My grievance against the
Government is that they consider one in-
terest more than another. They are giving
sustenanee to a large number of people to
keep them on their holdings, but no other
equally deserving people they are not giving
a penny. That is my grievance against the
Government. They are not acting fairly
and squavely. They are giving sustenance in
one ease and refnsing it in another. I real-
ise the limitations of the situation, but in
this House we alwavs insist that there shall
be fair treatment all round. T am opti-
mistic enough to think that we shall get
ont of our difflenlties, and T hope the ex-
perience we shall have will be nseful to ns.
T¢ shonld wake us all more sonnd in our
methods, more frugal in our living, and
more careful. The philosophy of life is
that it is one of change and of vicissitude,
the bad times being mixed with the good
times. Years ago I warned the settlers
at Bruce Rock that the good times throngh
which thev were passing were only fleeting,
and that they must use those good times to
enable them to reduce their liabilities and
their mortgages. If in good times our
farmers had got rid of their mortgages
they would be in a far better position to-day.
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Mr. PIESSE: We all know the diffeul-
ties confronting soldier settlers to-day and
a very large proportion of our other wheat
and wool growers. Up lo the time when
prices collapsed the soldier setilers were
more concerned about the revaluation of
their properties. The Premier was good
enough to receive a deputation from mem-
bhers of Parliament last night to deal with
rerquests sent forward by soldier settlers. It
was brought under his notice that the set-
flers have for the time heing dropped the
ruestion of revaluation. They realised it was
necessary for the Government to formu-
late proposals designed to carry on all the
settlers during the next 12 months. The
Government should be more closely con-
cerned with giving attention to ways and
means of providing sustenance for our
wheat and wool growers, so that they might
make the hest possible use of the yields
that are to come to them within the next
few months. Our farmers were greatly
disappointed with the results of the last
harvest. It mayv be said that chaos reigned
throughout the conntry, simply for the
reason that it was nlmost impossible to get
credit whereby the settlers could arrange
for their next crop. Unfortunately, the
prospeets of a better price for the ensuing
crop are hardly any better than they have
heen. 1t behoves the (Government to pay
“lose attention to the many rvequests which
have heen made to them by the primary
producers, who wust be assisted in every
passible direction to turn to the best ad-
vantage the produets of the next havvest.
1, tou, am somewhar disappointed. 1 would
remind the (overnment that something is
expected of them with rezard to the find-
ings of the Royal Commussion. 1 give
Cabinet every credit for what they have
done in the past, | have been closely in
toueh with Ministers during the past 18
months. On every oceasion they have given
(he Fullest consideration to matters submit-
tedl to them, und have always listened
patiently to the tales of dilieulties which
we hnve brought under their notiee from
fime to time. Tn the eivewmstanees Minis-
fers have done remarkably well in the in-
fevests of the primary producer. We have
a great deal to be thankinl for in the lesis-
lation which has reeently been pussed to
tide farmers over with vezard to their
debts and other difficuliies. The Govern-
ment departments responsible for the ad-
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ministration of these new Acts have
afforded as much relief as has been possible
in the girenmstances. The Royal Commis-
sion consisted of pruetical men, The least
that can be expected is that the Govern-
ment will as early as possible make some
announcement with regard to giving etlect
to the reconmendations of the Royal Com-
mission. They may not be able to earry .
out every recommendation, but they should
say what they are going to do. I have
heard this report discussed very often and
have read it most carefully. I think the
tindings are those of practical business
men. I am sorry to hear the disparaging
remarks which have fallen from the lips
of some members. BSome have condemned
the veport entirely and others have seen
no good in it. Tt seems to me the report
must contain a fund of practieal infor-

mation of considerable value both to
the (lovernment and to Parliament.

Whati I ask the Government to do is to take
the country into their confidence at the
carliest paossible opportunity, and to give
sonte expression of opinion regarding the
Royal Coramission’s findings. Sorvely, if the
Government cannot identify themselves with
the whole of the Commission’s recommenda-
tions, they can with the greater part. Var-
ous plaus have been put up, and certain
recommendations would not have been made
had the matter not heen one of urgeney. It
iz especially pecessary to ensure that our
farmers shall be protected as regards
seenrity of tenure. We know that many of
our settlers, not only wheatgrowers but
woolerowers as well, are threatening to hold
up their produets. Surely we do not want
to let them get to that stage. T am not con-
vineed that all the blame laid on the Siate
Government hy primary producers is justi-
fied. The Government mostly to blame are
the Federal Government, who have failed
on every possible occasion. The Federal
fiovernment have misled the farmers.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: The Senate wiifully
made the Pederal {fovernment turn the
farmers down. Yef vou do not say a word
about the Senate. It is the Federal Gov-
ernuent all the time.

Mr. PIESSE: I say without fear of eon-
tradic(ion that the Federal Government have
impoverished the taruers not only of West-
ern Australia but of Australia.

Hon. M. F. Trov: Which Federal Gov-
ernment ?
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Mr. PIESSE: Federal Governtents of
the past. 1 am not speaking from any
party spirit.

Mr., Sleeman: Of course not!

Mr. PIESSE: The farming community
have very liitle to thank Federal Govern-
ments for, I amn hopeful that the Premier
will shortly he able to express his agreement
with, at all events, some of the reguests of
the deputation which he was good enough
to receive. [ hope also that the Government
will be able to go fully into the Royal Com-
mission’s recommendations, and give the
settlers assuranees on two points, One is
that those who find themselves in financial
embarrassment will be protected at least as
regards security of tenure. The second iz
that some scheme will be adopted for fund-
ing the accumulated debts and interest
which in ordinary eivcumstances the farmers
would have difficulty in meeting, but which,
owing to the collapse of priees—it is no use
hiding the fact—hundreds or even thousands
of farmers are utterly unable to meet. The
main thing is to assist the farmers to make
a suecess of this year’s crop. Those of us
who come more closely in touech with the
farmer must admit that unless 2s the vesult
of the harvest he can meet this vear’s ecom-
mifments, there will be considerably less
crop next year. One thing we want to en-
sure is that the area of cropping shall not
be lessened. I am optimistic enough to be-
lieve that priees will improve, and we should
enable the farmer to put in at least as much
erop next year as he has put in this year,
If he does not get an equal area in, and if
prices shonld rise, he will not have the
benefit of the improved market. I join in
the hope expressed by the member for
CGildford-Midland (Hon. W, D. Johnson)
that before the session closes the Govern-
ment will deal with the questions of security
of tenure and greater assistance to farmers.

The PREMIER: T should not like it to be
thoueht that the Royal Commission’s veport
has not received and is not reeciving serious
consideration at the hands of the Govern-
ment, but T do want hon. members to realise
that nothing much ean he done without
money, and that there is not any money.

Mr. Sleeman: T thought you were going
to get the money from Londen when you
weve returned. You promised that.

The PREMIER: I promised nothing of
the sort. The bonus of Gd. per bushel which
I hope will be paid as the result of the meet-
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ing in Melbourne will amount to a substantial
sum, and will help the farmers considerably.
The Agricultural Bank has been and is doing
everything possible to assist the agrieulfur-
ists. I must say again that while in-
terest has not beer paid by the farmers, it
must be paid by the Government to the peo-
ple who have lent the money. If nothing is
paid by the farmers who have borrowed
from the Government, the Government will
have great diffieulty in finding money at all.
If anything ean be done without money, let
us know how it ean he done. When the
farmer cannof sell his produce, naturally he
cannot pay his rent; but if he does sell his
praduce at a reasonable price, he will be able
to pay a rensonable amount to the Govern-
ment. In the meantime it is impossible for
the Government fo raise money. That fact
must be borne in mind all the time. The
Royal Commission consisted of a very cap-
able hody of men, and though with some of
their vecommendations I cannot agree, there
are others which T should like to see ecmried
out. But I do not know how men in finan-
cial difficulties are to be helped in the ab-
sence of funds. T was glad to hear the
member for Mt. Magnebts references to the
late Mr. Cooke. What the hon. member said
was entirely justified, We shall find great
diffienlty in seenring the services of anyone
to act as trustee with the experience of Mr.
Cooke, with his eapacity and also with his
great interest in the welfare of the Staiq
and of the farmers associated with the Agri-
cultural Bank.. For more than 20 years, I
think, Mr, Cooke gave his services to the
country, travelling from one end to the other
of it; and he did marvellous work in con-
nection with the development of our agri-
culture. A representative of the Migration
Departiment will be here on the 16th instant,
znd then T hope, in company with the Min-
ister for Lands, fo have an opportunity of
diseussing with him the question of railways
to serve country already setiled, and settled
only in the helief that nunder the migration
agreement money would be found at a cheap
rate to provide transport. The representa-
tive will diseuss the situation with a view to
cancelling the €34,000,000; but money must
be found to carry out any work in progress
under the agreemnent. The settlement of land
south of Southern Cross and east of Newie-
eate will be discussed with the representa-
tive of the Migration Department, and we
shall endeavour to relieve the State’s obliga-
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tions, and to seeure the assistance which the
pravious  Government expected to obtain
when the ~cheme was undestaken. In repir
to the memher for Williams-Narrozin {3,
Doney) let we =ay that the reduction of in-
ferest to 414 per cent, will eover practically
all the advances to soldier settlers. [ do not
know that I can discuss Dr. Teakle's report.
There are wondertnl erops growing at Lake
Camn this vear, and there were last yvear;
and I daresay patehes of salt will he dis-
covered in that country just as they have
heen in the wheat belt. Tn some eaxes vears
clapsed hefore the salt showed itself ~uffi-
viently to destroy the crops; for several
vears the evops were good, although small
patches of salt were found. [ do not think
that Dh. Teakle’s veport is generally under-
steod correetly. 1 da not think he made such
a general condemnation of the country as is
supposed in many gnarters. 1 am atraid
that if he had come here yvears ago, he would
have probably declared the whele of our
awricultural Tands top salt to grow erops.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Dr.
virluable,

The PREMIER: T agree. I trust hon.
members will realise thai so far as the Gov-
crmnent can help the farmers, the Govern-
ment will help: but I am afraid it is im-
possibie to do mueh withont funds.

Ttem—General Mauawer, and Managing
Trustee Agricultural Bank, €1,500:

Mr. SLEEMAXN: I understand that this
is a most able and valuable officer, but as we
hear so mueh ahout equality of sacrifice my
attention is arvoused by the fact that he is
till on the same salary while evervone else
in the department has been reduced.

The Minister for Lands: He is affected by
the Finaneial Emergeney Act. You will see
that that ix allowed for underneath. e has
heen reduced by 22145 per cent., while others
hove Leen relduced in leszer proportions,

Mr. SLEEMAN: But he is veveiving the
=itme ~alary as last vear.

Teakle's advice is

The Premvier: He will have a reduetion, 1
s~sure the hon. member,

My, SLEEAMAN: T am speaking only from
the aspert of eyuality of waerifiee.

Ttem- Tnspectors appointed by Trastees
under Agricuitural Buank Aet, €40427:

Mr. COVERLEY : Last vear the Agricul-
tural Bank had 71 inspectors. The nmnrher
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has now risen to 06, an inerease of 25, What
is the rea~on for the increase?

The PREMIER: Group settlement has
heen passed over to the Agrienltural Bank,
as the hon. member knows.

Vote put and passed.

Trogress reported.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
(No, 4).
Neecond Reading,

Dehate resumed from the previons day.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [10.1]: I
secured the adjournment of the debate in
order that T might serutinise the measure.
I can see nothing ohjectionable in it, Tt
vontains n small amendment that will con-
vern very few and will apply to one or two
clubs only. The alteration to the law will
not have any general application,

Question put and passed.

Rill read a second time.

In Commitiee, rie.

Bill passed throngh Committee  without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

House adjourned 10.4 pom.
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